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ise oa D daily History of Endurance Run. 
ed 
Experisnteof the Men and Vehicles Plisighine diet Way by Motor Power over Mountain 
and Valley Roads, Deluged by Drizzling Rains and Cloudbursts—T riumph of the Auto- 
mobile Over Conditions that Stalled Horses and Interrupted Railway Traffic. 


UFFALO, Oct. 12.—The American impose conditions this year that should public as a demonstration of the 
automobile emerges triumphant to- leave no excuse for the public to look upon bilities of the machines, or by the drivers 
day from conditions against which the event asa farce that proved nothing, and observers on the competing cars—who 
twenty-four hours ago it seemed has been fulfilled, by the unsolicited co- have all had enough 

almost hopeless and altogether useless to operation of Father Neptune and Old As if it were not sufficient that the com- 
battle. The avowed intention of the con- Boreas, in a way and to a degree that mittee had adopted rules so stringent as to 
test committee to select a course and leaves nothing to be desired—either by the’ elicit criticism and cause a number of 


cay a- 
































INHABITANTS OF BINGHAMTON GATHERED TO WATCH THE CARS ASSEMBLED AT WHIPPLE’S OPEN AIR GARAGE. 
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makers to decide not to enter any cars, the 
heavens everything in their 
power to tax to the utmost the strength 
and reliability of the thirty-four cars that 
left Weehawken last Wednesday morning 
and the stamina and perseverence of their 
drivers and the observers who accompanied 
them. 

The wind that brought a light 
drizzle in from the Atlantic on that morn- 
ing was the beginning of a fall storm of 
unusual severity that has followed the 
endurance procession all the way to 
Buffalo during the last four days, with the 
automobiles directly in the storm center 
all the time. As a consequence, almost 
incredible road difficulties have been met 
by all and overcome by half of the com- 
petitors, with a growing probability that 
nearly two-thirds of the competing cars will 
be in at the finish at Pittsburg next 
Thursday. 

Friday night at Bath, when only nine 
out of the thirty-four vehicles had sur- 
vived the frightful experiences of the two 
days immediately preceding, the suggestion 
was made that for the benefit of the sport 
and trade in general the run be officially 
called off at Bath. At that time no one 
could be found who was willing to venture 
a guess as to how many of the cars would 
get through even to Cleveland, and it 
appeared logical that the harm that would 
be done by a failure of practically all the 
cars to get through would more than offset 
all chances of good that then seemed pos- 
sible. 

Even then those at the front, who had 
got through over the roads just before the 
extraordinary precipitation had swollen 
all the streams out of their banks, washed 
out gulleys across the road in which the 
turbulent water, red with mountain clay, 
ran three of four feet deep, carried away 
light bridges and created washouts along 
the railroad tracks that tied up the service 
for two or three days, were largely ignorant 
of the almost insuperable difficulties and 
hardships that were being encountered by 
the stragglers. Reports from the belated 
ones came in slowly, frequently a day and 
in many cases two days late, while some 
cars that dropped behind on the first and 
second days are being heard from to-day 
for the figst time. 

Yet, despite the vast difficulties that 
beset the way, the dangers of unprece- 
dentedly greasy roads in precarious places, 
and the hopelessly gloomy weather and 
disheartenment. due to desertion by their 
observers, operators were reported at 
intervals all day yesterday and to-day as 
coming into controls along the line and 
expressing the determination to complete 
the run. 

So the predominating sentiment was to 
go on—and go on or come on they have, 
with this excellent result: that whereas all 
travel on the country roads has been 
almost entirely abandoned by farmers with 
their teams and the officials and newspaper 
men jumping from one night control to the 


have done 


east 
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next have been stalled for half a day be- 
cause of the inability of the railroad cars to 
get through over main lines, the automo- 
biles in the fast or leading section have 
just kept on plugging and were the only 
vehicles of any kind to get through the de- 
luged country. 

If this isn’t a demonstration of the capa- 
bilities and superiority of the automobile 
as a road vehicle that will convince the 
most skeptical then the skeptics would 
better forever more be ignored. And yet, 
though it is freely conceded that nothing 
remains to be demonstrated regarding the 
merits of power vehicles, the contestants 
are fully bent upon going all the way to 
Pittsburg and carrying out to the end the 
original plans for the run. 

In the eltetiiiod running account of the 


With no thought of that which was 
before them, men started on the run lightly 
clad and many without rubber clothing. 
After the experience of the first day there 
was a general rush for the rubber stores. 


Dogs along the road made frantic efforts 
to jump into the cars and failing that, 
tried to bite the tires. A few ‘‘ki-yis’’ would 
have brought amusement and relaxation 
from monotony. The pilots threw con- 
fetti at the yelping curs that assailed them 
and scared the dogs’into silent retreat 
with the fluttering paper. 


Haste makes waste as many found to 
their loss. Scorchers blew their horns, 
cleared the road for their passage and then 
looked sheepish when the plodders passed 


them while they made repairs. 


All who put up at the Alpine, at Pine 
Hill, pledged themselves to return to the 
delightful spot at some future date for a 
pues rest atone € the beautiful Catskills. 


Notes on “First Day’ S Rana 
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events of the last four days, and in the 
notes interspersed, will be found the narra- 
tive of an endurance run that surely will 
go down into history as a great milestone 
marking the progress of the automobile 
industry. It tells of the successful run of a 
dozen machines over a distance of 450 
miles of all but impassable mountain 
roads, through water that at times ran 
over the footboards and flooded the 
floors of the tonneaus, of an almost con- 
tinuous skidding on narrow roads winding 
along the high banks of rivers with a ditch 
on the other side, and of the enormous tax 
imposed upon the physical endurance of 
the drivers during long-continued day and 
night driving in garments completely 
soaked withcold rain, and of a general lack 
of sleep. 








Wednesday’s run was made through 
semi-darkness nearly all the way. The 
rain was misty and disagreeable. There 
were occasional indications of clearing, 
but no materialization. 


It was tantalizing to the operators, observ- 
ers and passengers to see large buttles of 
refreshment held out to them by kindly 
disposed farmers who could not appreciate 
why the soaked and shivering mortals 
would not stop to partake of the warming 
liquid. It was noticed by a tail-ender 
that the bottles held out alike to all were 
still uncorked. 


Much of the beauty of the autumn in 
the Catskills was lost through the absence 
of sunshine, yet every participant in the 
run spoke glowingly of the magnificent 
scenery. Many a driver became so en- 
thusiastic over the view that he ran slow 
for miles to watch the ever-changing 
panorama. 














Sitch Bays Pie Hill to Binghamton. 


Incidents of the Start eg ean Progress of the Contestants over 
Dangerous Bench Roads—Told from Pine 
Hill, Delhi and Binghamton. 


Staff Correspondence. 


INE. HILL, Oct. 8.—The drizzle of 

Wednesday developed into a steady 
pour of rain that began about 10 o’clock 
and continued to fall all night upon the 
cars stored in the open lot below the road 
in front of the Cornish House. Most of 
the machines were protected as well as 
possible by waterproof covers. As a 
“garage” this lot had absolutely nothing 
to commend it, being low, with a short, 
steep descent at a sharp turn from the road, 
and grown up knee-deep with weeds and 
grass. It was wholly unlighted, and as 
the cars did not begin arriving until almost 


dark, and left between 7 and 8 this morn- 
ing, the operators and observers had to 
do the filling of tanks, lubricating, stowing 
of luggage, and other necessary work 
under the difficulties of semi-darkness and 
falling rain. 

Fredonia car, No. 20, driven by F. L. 
Thomas, which bent its radiator by run- 
ning into Whitman’s Oldsmobile at New- 
burg, arrived at the garage at 11.30 P. M. 
The Fredonia tonneau, C. F. Gaither, 
operator, arrived more than an hour after 
the garage closed at midnight, and reported 
having melted the Babbitt metal from 
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connecting rod bearing and making repairs 


at a blacksmith shop. The little 880- 
pound Holley, driven by George M. Holley, 
has not been reported since Newburg, 
where it arrived last at about 1 P. M. 
Pine Hill is a summer resort located in 
the Catskills at an altitude of 1,700 feet 
above sea level, representing the total 
ascent which the cars had to make in the 
first day’s run of 130 1-2 miles. It hasa 
permanent population of about 1,000, 
and in the summer a temporary popula- 
tion several times as large. But the sea- 
son was over and the three large hotels in 
the heart of the town offered sufficient 
accommodations—such as they were 
although the unusual influx of guests and 

















AT A FORK OUT OF PINE HILL. 


the division into parties of various sizes, 
whose members were and were not willing 
to share rooms taxed the ingenuity, but 
not the equanimity of Mrs. Smith, of the 
Alpine Hotel, daughter of the proprietress, 
who came up from her New York home 
especially for the occasion and whose 
charming manner of settling the difficul- 
ties of the assignment of rooms went a long 
way toward smoothing all difficulties and 
adding a pleasant feature to the evening 
stop. 

Unquestionably the feature of the first 
day’s run was the beauty of the mountains, 
clad in their most brilliant autumnal 
foliage. Every hillside was blazing with 
masses of yellow and red interspersed with 
dark greens. Only the constant drizzle 
and rain prevented the full enjoyment of 
the beautiful scenery on the first day of the 
run, 

This morning the White pilot car, loaned 
for the purpose by Windsor T, White, 
who is going through in it himself, accom- 
panying Secretary Harry Unwin, of the 
National Association of Automobile Manu- 
facturers, and the Pierce ‘“‘Arrow’’ pilot 
car, driven by Fred Nickerson, started out 
shortly after 5 o’clock, carrying the usual 
200 pounds of white paper cut in one-inch 
squares to scatter along the route at all 
doubtful points. During the interval of 
one hour and fifty minutes before the first 
competing car followed, the supply of 
straps, rope and chains in the town was 
completely bought up by the operators 
and mechanics for use in wrapping tires to 
give traction and in fastening baggage 
securely. 

The thirty-three cars which finished last 
night got away in the following order, 
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beginning at 6.50 A. M.: Pierce stanhope 
(Percy P. Pierce), Olds (C. Rogers), Pack- 
ard “‘Old Pacific’ (E. T. Fetch), Toledo 
(George Soules), Olds (D. J. Wurgis), 
Rambler (Edward Collier), Rambler (Ar- 
thur Gardiner), Phelps (L. J. Phelps), 
Pierce Arrow (Charles Sheppy), Haynes- 
Apperson (George Barnes), Columbia (B. 
B. Holcomb), Toledo (M. W. Winters), 
Knox (J. E. Cowan), Knox (H. M. Davis), 
Franklin (W. H. Bex), St. Louis (G. P 
Dorris), Northern (Albert Doucoes), 
Haynes-Apperson (Frank Nutt), Locomo- 
bile (A. L. Riker), Northern (A. W. Hall), 
White (Webb Jay), White (George S 
Waite), Franklin (John Wilkinson). 
The anticipated difficulties of the day’s 
run began almost before the contestants 
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got out of town. At the head of the main 
street of the village there is a fork, the one 
to the right leading down into a valley 
while that to the left, plainly marked by 
confetti as the route, led up a tortuous 
grade along the side of the hill with a grad 
varying from eight to fourteen degrees 
A house stands in the fork of the road, 
making a picturesque view. The left-hand 
road along the hill has numerous thank 
you-ma’ams and with the rain that had 
been soaking into it during the last twenty 
hours had a soft surface in which the cars 
slipped and rolled. But although some of 
the machines made hard work of it on the 
second speed, and others used the lowest 
hill-climbing gear, none failed to negotiat 
the grade. 


PROGRESS THROUGH A FEARFUL DAY. 


Staff Correspondence. 


Deut, Oct. 8.—Shortly after the auto- 
mobiles had departed, the score of officials 
and newspaper men who are following the 
run, boarded the hotel busses with about 
two dozen grips, suit cases and typewriters 
and made for the Ulster and Delaware 
train. The group was headed by Manager 
S.:A. Miles, of the National Association, 
and includes L. L. Fest, superintendent of 
garages; C. H. Gillette, superintendent of 
observers, and his assistants, H. H. Everett 
and E. B. Brand; M. L. Downs, weigher 
and examiner; A. B Tucker, press agent, 
assisted by L. R. Smith, and C. A. Saal, 
stenographer. The newspaper representa- 
tives are A. L. Jervis, New York Sun; 


BILE. Several representatives of tire firms 
are also in the party, including W. D. Hood 
of the Diamond Rubber Company, which 
has fifteen and one-half sets of tires on th 
thirty-four cars that left Weehawken 
From the train frequent stretches of th 
road could be seen. One of these stretches 
was a long hill of 15 per cent. grade, about 
two miles out of Pine Hill, which proved 
one of the most difficult places to negotiate 
Here four large tonneau cars were seen to 
be stalled. The rain, which had been 
falling gently all night, fast grew into one 
of the worst rain storms known to the old- 
est inhabitant in the Catskills. The 
deluge fell in huge drops driven by a cold 

















CARS PARKED AT PINE HILL IN A LOW MEADOW. 


J. E. Wetmore, New York Mail and 
Express and Motor Age; J. C. Kerrison, 
Boston Herald; E. F. Ballinger, Pittsburg 
Post; N. Lazarnick, photographer, R. E. 
Porter, Mvtor Age; H. B. Haines, Horseless 
Age; C. H. Fenner, Motor World; F. M. 
Dampman, Cycle and Auto Trade Journal; 
F. E. Spooner, New York (/[ilustrated 
Graphic, and H W. Perry, THe Avtomo- 


wind into the faces of the operators, 
observers and passengers with such force 
that many mistook it for hail. All were 
drenched with the cold water despite 
rubber and rain coats and suffered miser- 
ably. Streams of the fluid trickled from 
the caps under the collars of the rubber 
coats and soaked downward through 
underwear, and finally into the shoes and 
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rubber boots of the occupants of the cars. 
Driven by the force of the wind, the rain 
gradually penetrated all sorts of protective 
clothing, including heavy brand new rub- 
ber coats, and the hands of the operators 
and observers grew red and numb with the 
constant exposure to the cold rain, which 
ran up their sleeves and chilled the blood 


at the wrists 


W ALLOWING THROUGH Mupb LANEs. 


The roads from Pine Hill to Binghamton 
soon became desolate lanes of water and 
mud, with streams of water rushing across 
them from the mountain sides at frequent 
intervals, and with a constant succession 
of pitch holes, thank-you-ma’ams, deep 
ruts and gullies or wash-outs cut by the 
rushing waters. Despite the utmost alert- 
and carefulness of the drivers, the 
cars skidded from side to side, lurching 
first into one rut then into another on the 
other side, and dropped into deep water- 
filled holes, lurching and plunging like 
small steamers laboring in a choppy sea. 

The thirty-five mile stretch of so-called 
road from Pine Hill to Delhi is a succession 
of long, heavy grades on which, owing to 
the heavy going and actual dangers of fast 
driving, many operators were required to 
use their hill-climbing gears not only in 
making the ascent but also in coming 
down the grades. 

At 9.10 the pilot cars arrived, having 


ness 


made an average speed of nearly twelve 
miles an hour. They proceeded at once 
to Unadilla, twenty-seven miles, arriving 
there before 2 P. M. The first competing 
car in the Columbia No. 2, passed 
without quickly followed by the 
Stearns, Toledo No. 9 and Pierce Arrow. 
By noon Toledo No. 10, Olds No. 40, 
Haynes-Apperson No. 29, White No. 4, 
Haynes-Apperson No. 30, Pierce motorette, 
Rambler No. 18, St. Louis Locomobile No. 
36, White No. 5, “Old Pacific’ and a 
Franklin had Then followed 
Northern No. 33, White No. 6, Northern 
No. 34, Knox Nos. 24 and 25, Olds No. 41, 
Knox No. 23. Franklin No. 28. All before 
4 P. M.; after which arrived Northern No. 
32, Franklin No. 27, Fredonia No. 20, 
Rambler No. 17 and Fredonia No. 19, the 
latter arriving at 6.30. 

The Columbia No. 2, driven by B. B. 
Holcomb, one of the operators who drove 
the identical car from Chicago to New 
York in record time a fortnight ago, had a 
bad tire puncture here in Delhi and was 
delayed for two hours, 

The Phelps tonneau, running under the 
number 13, and driven by L. J Phelps 
himself, was so unfortunate as to confirm 
the superstition pertaining to this numeri- 
cal combination. It broke its rear axle 
after leaving Andes, and seven miles from 
Delhi. This is the second car known to be 
permanently out of the contest, the little 
Holley, last heard of at Newburg, being 
the first. 

The St. Louis tonneau, driven by G. F. 
Dorris, broke a 1 1-8 inch steel sprocket 


run, 


stop, 


passed. 
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shaft while climbing a hard hill out of 
Delhi and was run back to the foot of the 
hill and into a barn, where Dorris removed 
the broken shaft and replaced it with a 
new one which he made in a machine shop 
here. He had the car ready to run again 
at 8 P. M., but the party is staying here 
over night. 

The Haynes-Apperson tonneau (H. W. 
Lanterman) is reported to have gotten off 
the course and to have passed at 9 P.M. 

Franklin No. 27 (H. L. Winter) was 
towed back to Delhi at 9 P. M., the opera- 
tor being nearly exhausted. John Wilkin- 
son’s Franklin No. 28, had more serious 
trouble, having caught fire from the 
muffler which had been ruptured near a 
leaky gasoline pipe. The car was badly 
burned, both rear tires being ruined, the 
running board, dash and back badly 
burned and a camera belonging to Mr. 
Artman, an observer, scorched. The car 
was seen to be on fire for some distance 
before the discovery was made by the 
occupants 

Knox two-cylinder tonneau No. 25 (Frank 
Fowler) returned to Delhi with a broken 
distance rod which was repaired and the 
car was ready to continue at 8.30 P. M. 

“Herb” Githens and ‘““Teddy”’ Edwards, 
following the run in an Oldsmobile run- 
about, passed here at 4.30, followed a 
quarter of an hour later by the Desberon 
an outside car, driven by F. C. Stinzing. 


The Desberon and a Winton outside 
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machine, that arrived at 6 o'clock, put up 
for the night in Delhi. The Columbia 
car, entered as No. 1, but withdrawn and 
used as a Motor Age press car, is laid up in 
Pine Hill with a broken high speed gear 
and a smashed tonneau seat. The ton- 
neau was damaged by being penetrated 
by the shaft of a light wagon with which it 
collided. The car was run into Pine Hill 
on the second speed. 


Observed at Unadilla. 


UnapILia, Oct. 8—The White and 
Pierce pilot cars passed here at 1 P. M., 
followed an hour later by the Stearns and 
two Toledos. Thirteen had passed at 4 
o’clock, and were on the forty-five mile 
stretch to Binghamton. 


George Lowe, the White agent in Boston, 
who was an observer on a Knox, took the 
train at Unadilla, owing to trouble with 
the car, but the machine is being fixed up 
and is going on without him. 

The landlord of the hotel here took pity 
on the miserables and built a roaring log 
fire in the big fireplace, and nearly all who 
came through stopped to enjoy its grateful 
warmth and partially dry their clothing 
Eight cars and their passengers are stay- 
ing here all night, including R. E. Olds, of 
the Endurance Run Committee, who started 
as an observer this morning. The car he 
was in gave out near Andes and he hired 
a horse and buggy to bring him into Delhi. 








ANXIOUS WAITING IN BINGHAMTON. 


Staff Correspondence. 


BINGHAMTON, Oct. 9.—The storm 
raged all day yesterday without cessation, 
the only variation being that sometimes 
the rain fell and the wind blew harder than 
usual. The mountain streams grew tur- 
bulent, then almost torrential and poured 
great volumes of red and yellow water 
into the Chenango and Susquehanna 
Rivers, whose courses the Endurance Run 
route followed most of the day. Road 
conditions steadily grew worse, and grave 
fears were entertained, not only that many 
of the cars would be unable to get through 
before midnight, but that some might 
slide off the road and down the mountain 
side or into the river, wrecking the car 
and perhaps seriously injuring its occu- 
pants. The possibilities of this were felt 
to be probabilities when the officials 
arrived here by train and waited around 
the official garage in the rain during the 
remaining hours of semi-daylight for the 
first arrival. 

It was almost dark, however, before 
the first pilot car, the Pierce Arrow, driven 
by Mr. Nickerson, arrived at 4.50, and was 
welcomed with a cheer. Six minutes later 
the White pilot car, carrying W. T. White 
and Secretary Unwin,camein. Occupants 
of both vehicles reported the roads simply 
beyond description, and told of an exceed- 
ingly dangerous place in the road five miles 


from Binghamton, where there was a 
winding piece of road with a sharp turn 
and slippery surface that meant certain 
disaster to vehicles running in the dark. 
The officials promptly sent back a man 
with a red lantern, a megaphone and can 
of gasoline to remain all night for the pur- 
pose of giving warning. He built a bon-fire 
and whenever he heard a machine approach- 
ing, threw a quantity of gasoline on the 
fire, causing a flash that attracted the 
instant attention of the belated way- 
farers and, aided by the megaphone for 
giving directions, kept many an exhausted 
and miserable operator out of serious 
trouble. 

The White steam tonneau, driven by 
Webb Jay, was the first of the competing 
cars to make its appearance at the official 
control on Washington Street in Bingham- 
ton. It came in at 6:43, passing through 
the group of perhaps 100 local spectators 
who had not yet been driven indoors by 
the drizzling night, and entered such as 
there is of, R. W. Whipple’s new automo- 
bile establishment on Washington street, 
just below the Bennett Hotel in which the 
N. A. A. M. headquarters are located. 
Whipple’s garage was to have been so far 
advanced in construction as to have the 
walls up at least one story and the second 
floor laid to form a roof, and it was not 























FRANK STEARNS IN STEARNS CAR 




















MANAGER 














THE GASOLINE SUPPLY MAN DEPARTS. 

















MR. AND MRS, A. L. RIKER IN LOCOMOBILE. THE HAYNES-APPERSON, WITH FRANK NUTT. 


VIEWS TAKEN AT BINGHAMTON, N.Y., FRIDAY MORNING. 
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until the officials of the contest arrived 
that it was learned that even the ground 
floor had not been permanently laid, the 
front wall carried above the level of the 
sidewalk, nor the beams placed for the 
second floor. A canvas wall had been 
stretched across the front of the place for 
the purpose of keeping out everybody but 
the officials and the occupants of the com- 
peting cars, in scrupulous observance of 
the very strict rules that had been laid 
down, and two arc electric lights that swing 
on a wire stretched across the place, cast a 
glaring light»on the dismal scene and 
created weird. shadows. 

It was nearly three-quarters of an heur 
before the arrived. 
When it rolled in at 7:25, everyone was 
vastly surprised to see that it was the 
little Olds runabout driven by Dan Wurgus. 


second contestant 


The machine and its two occupants were 
covered from wheels to caps with ‘mud 
and drenched with water. Wurgus and 
his operator reported a blockade a. short 
distance west of Unadilla, where the big 
Stearns tonneau had skidded badly and 
stood diagonally across the road, holding 
up four or five heavy cars that were fol- 
lowing. Wurgus, however, ran his light 


car through a farm yard and around the” 


blockade. 

About twenty miles from Binghamton, 
Holcomb, in trying to make a turn with 
Columbia No. 2, skidded and slid down a 
seven-foot embankment into a ditch, from 
which, after an hour’s work and aided by 
the Pierce Arrow, operated by Charles 
Sheppy, it was extricated. 

Eight other cars arrived at short inter- 
vals between 8 P. M. and g:21. The 
Locomobile touring car driven by its 
designer, A. L Riker, who is accompanied 
by Mrs. Riker, the only woman in the run, 
finished at 9:16. The sight of a woman 
arriving undismayed after such a trying 
day's experience created some amazement 
and elicited comments from all upon her 
pluck and endurance 


PITIABLE CONDITION OF OBSERVERS AND 
DRIVERS 


White steamer No. 4, driven by George 
S. Waite, came in at 9:21 with its observer, 
F. E. Spooner, a well-known newspaper 
man, in a pitiable condition. He had been 
shaking with chills all afternoon until he 
was so exhausted that he had to be assisted 
from the machine, plied with stimulants 
and hurried into a bed to get warm. 
Waite told of how they were obliged to 
stop in a barn along the way where he 
could take off his wet clothing and be 
rubbed down to start the circulation of 
his blood. 

The occupants of almost every machine 
that_came in related stories of their miser- 
ies and of narrow escapes from accidents, 
all differing in details but all testifying to 
the severity of a day’s run that exceeded 
in hardship, danger and disagreeableness 
anything in the experience of the drivers 
and passengers. Even Tom Fetch, who 
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brought “Old Pacific’’ in, in eleventh place 
at 10.53, asserted without reservation 
that to-day’s run was far worse than any- 
thing he had experienced on his long trip 
in the same machine from San Francisco 
to New York, through the Sierra Nevada 
and Rocky Mountains, across the deserts 
and through Nebraska and Iowa mud. 
The report books of the observers were 
soaked and worn so badly that the writing 
was in many cases almost undecipherable. 

Arthur Gardiner, in a Rambler, and 
Percy Pierce, in the Pierce stanhope, were 
the last arrivals before the garage closed 
officially at midnight, the two Toledos and 
Paul Deming, in White No. 6, having 
come in between 8 and 9g o’clock Olds 
No. 39 (C. Roberts) came in at 12:15. It 
had slid into a ditch at the side of the road 
and was pulled out by “Old Pacific.”’ 

Frank Nutt brought one of the small 
Haynes-Appergons in at 1 o’clock A. M.; 
A. W. Hall.got in at 2:55 with Northern 
No. 33, and L. L. Whitman brought the 
Olds 41 in at 4:10 

Augustus Post, a private owner of a 
White car and ‘a member of the Automo- 
bile Club of America, who started from 
Weehawken to follow the run as an out- 
sider ‘‘just for fun,” carrying as a passen- 


October 17, 1903. 


ger R. H. Johnston, of Ray D. Lillibridge, of 
New York, brought his car in about 
1 o'clock with a broken rear spring. He 
was up with his car having new leaves 
put in at Whipple’s store until after mid- 
night. Including his machine and the 
pilot car, five White steamers started from 
Weehawken Wednesday morning and all 
of them arriv®d here to-night at the end of 
two days’ among the first thirteen out of 
seventeen arrivals, the three entered in 
the test arriving among the first ten—a 
record that has put a pleased expression 
on W. T. White’s countenance. 

As a demonstration of the ability of the 
steam tonneau to negotiate hills and bad 
roads, this showing could only be sur- 
passed by the marvelous. 





ENTERTAINED By Locat MororistTs. 


Those among the contestants, observers, 
passengers, officials and newspaper men 
who were not too tired or too busy to do 
so, enjoyed the hospitality of the local 
automobilists, who had arranged a smoker 
and provided refreshments for them in 
the Bennett House. The-vaudeville turns 
were very good and the reception by the 
entertainment committee was 
hearty 


most 


Notes of Second Day’s Run. 





“Did any one come through clean?” 
asked an official, referring, of course, to the 
score. ‘“‘No,” said one, “they all came 
through covered with mud.” 


On Wednesday there was a prolonged 
howl when the observers were told not to 
leave their cars at the lunch hour. R. E. 
Olds, of the Olds Motor Works, George 
H. Lowe, the White agent at Boston, and 
many other men prominent in the industry, 
sat in their cars and took their lunches 
from a tray on their knees) When Una- 
dilla was reached on Thursday the obser- 
vers, one and all, dismounted, ran to 
the hotel, and only gave up their places by 
the warm fire when the operators called 
them to start. No man living would have 
the heartlessness to have kept the wet and 
miserable observers from the warm-up by 
the grate fire. The rule requiring the 
observers not to lose sight of their cars 
proved a most trying one. 


Pressure was brought to bear upon the 
officials to save Frank Nutt (Haynes- 
Apperson) from penalty for a 36-minute 
stop Wednesday owing to a loss of gaso- 
line. Nutt had his can filled at Newburg. 
The workman failed to put the cap on the 
gasoline tank and the heavy jolting threw 
the gasoline out. 


Arthur Gardiner, ex-champion of the 
cycle riders on road and track, sickened 
of his job early. Gardiner is an expert 
and most careful driver, taking no chances 


when possible to avoid them His wrists 


and arms troubled him from the steady 
strain. 


Some observers were conscientious. 
One of the Whites struck a clay filled hole 
and sank to the hub. The wheels kept 
turning, however, and ground through 
the clay to solid bottom where enough 
traction was secured for the wheels to cut 
their way out. The observer clocked up 
fifteen seconds penalization for the delay. 


“To Pittsburg or bust,’’ was the slogdn 
of the drivers. Observers were not go 
emphatic. A number deserted their cars 
and came in by train to Binghamton and 
Bath. Without company or encourage- 
ment, the drivers were left to plug along 
alone and read the directions as best they 
could or find the confetti. On the muddy 
roads and in the rain the confetti mixed 
with the leaves and disappeared. 


With the rain coming down in sheets, 
school children along the line could not be 
kept indoors, and as the autos crawled 
along the teachers were seen frantically 
trying to get their charges under shelter. 


R. E. Olds, of the Olds Motor Works, 
went into the ditch with the Columbia 
car. He says the experience was one 
novel enough to be remembered and well 
worth the “price of admission.”” Mr. Olds 
made this statement after the escape— 
getting safely out of the trouble—not 
before. 

Nothing, perhaps, was more welcome 
than sundry cups of hot coffee, the chicken 
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FRANKLIN CAR STARTING FOR BUFFALO. 














TOM FETCH AND HIS PACKARD, MONDAY. 








pie and other edibles at Unadilla, the noon 
stop. It was only by exercising strong 
will power that the start was made after 
dinner. 


The farmers outside of Binghamton had 
lanterns out all along the line to indicate 
the route and mark danger spots. Unfor- 
tunately they will never know what those 
beacon lights really meant to men who had 
plugged for thirty miles at seven miles an 
hour over a slippery road with the river far 
below on one side and a ditch on the other 


The night riding was a hard test for auto 
lamps of all descriptions. Some of the 
drivers found that the lights they had were 
not suitable for difficult night riding, 
although they might do for city work. 
Only those lamps that~ would actually 
illuminate the road were of any use, and 
some drivers had to follow other machines 
which would show them the bad places. 


The telegraph office at Pine Hill was 
inundated. Never in its history had Pine 
Hill seen so much press matter. At a late 
hour much of the news matter submitted 
for transmission had not been sent out and 
some of it probably never reached its 
destination. There were at least a dozen 
newspaper men on the trip, and their 
stories were so much longer than had been 
planned, owing to the extraordinary 


features of the trip, that two keys and 
operators at the railroad could not handle 
it all. 


Farmers along the road had all sorts of 
ideas regarding the length of a mile. 
White No. 4 wallowed along at least five 
miles after its occupants had been told 
that it was twelve miles to Binghamton 
and were then informed that it was seven- 
teen miles. Further on a woman told the 
anxious inquirers that it was eighteen 
miles, and they began to think that per- 
haps the car was running backward. 


Flags and numbers were lost from the 
cars en route. The wind also picked up 
coats and other light articles and whisked 
them out of the machines. The occupants 
were too busily engaged to pay attention 
to these. Too much luggage was carried 
and the jolting of grips and accessories 
gave occupants of the big tonneaus much 
to do to keep them from going overboard. 


Many thought, after the weather turned 
out so bad, that the run should have been 
divided into shorter stages and prolonged 
for a few more days 


L. L. Whitman, who crossed the conti- 
nent in the same Olds he is driving in the 
run, said after Thursday's trip, that in his 
experience of seventy-three days he saw 
no worse weather. Nine days were spent 


in Omaha to avoid less trouble than that of 
Thursday. “I might cross the continent 
a dozen times,’’ said Mr. Whitman, ‘‘and 
never meet with such an experience. | 
prefer the discomforts of the desert to the 
discomforts of such a trip as that of to-day 
right in New York State. 


“Is Barney Oldfield one of the com- 
petitors? Are Messrs. Shattuck and Scar- 
ritt on the run?” asked one editor of a 
metropolitan paper of his automobile man, 
and being informed that they were not, 
he replied, ‘““Well, of what use is the run, 
anyway? A lot of chauffeurs driving cars 
through the country, eh?’ That editor 
should have been on the trip when he 
would have discovered that a chauffeur is 
sometimes a man much to be admired. 


Mrs. Riker reached Binghamton wet to 
the skin, but smiling and plucky. ‘“‘I shall 
go right on in the morning,” said she, 
and when, on Friday morning, Mrs. Riker 
took her departure still wearing ‘‘the smile 
that won't come off,’”’ she got many cheer- 
ing words from the admirers of her pluck. 


The farmers were kindness itself. They 
threw apples into the cars, set out bottles 
of milk on the gateposts in the hope that 
the men would stop to get them, and even 
threw pies into some of the cars 


























PIERCE “ ARROW” PILOT CAR, WITH CONFETTI ON BOARD. 


AWAITING ARRIVALS AT BATH. 
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Third Day—-Friday—A Disheartening Start 


Washouts of the Roads and Continued Rains Produce Frightful 
Traveling Terms.—Great Hospitality Along Route. 


Staff Correspondence. 


pares N. Y., Oct. 9.—The start of 
the third day’s run was even more inau- 
spicious than on the two preceding days. for 
the rain was falling in that steady, quiet 
hopeless way that is most discouraging. The 
bare spectators who had sufficient interest 
and enthusiasm to stand on a wet asphalt 
street or stone walk under a dripping 
umbrella, caught such fleeting glimpses 
of the departing contestants as the rules 
and garage arrangement made possible. 
The cars had been ranged up along the 
high brick wall of the building adjoining 
and were further protected as much as 
possible by tarpaulin covers. 

The two pilot cars got away at 6 o’clock. 
The first contestant 
It was 


was started at 7.23 

Frank Stearns, in his Stearns 
touring car. He was followed at intervals 
of one to three minutes by twelve other 
cars up to 9.309, 


as follows: Pierce stan- 


hope (P. P. Pierce), White (Webb Jay) 
Toledo 2-cycle (Geo. Soules), Rambler 
(Arthur Gardiner), Toledo 4-cyl. (M. W. 
Winters), White Waite), Pierce 
Arrow (Chas. Sheppy), Old Pacific (Tom 
Fetch), White (Paul Deming), Olds (L. L. 
Whitman), Columbia (B. B. Holcomb) 
and Haynes-Apperson (Frank Nutt). A 
little later in the forenoon A. L. Riker, 
still gamely accompanied by Mrs. Riker, 
and carrying Ralph L. Morgan as an 
observer, got away in the Locomobile, 
followed by C. Roberts in the Olds and 
A. W. Hall in a Northern. The observer 
for Haynes-Apperson, operated by George 
Barnes, reported at 9.15 that his car would 
not continue. One of the Haynes-Apper- 
sons had cracked a cylinder head and 
another had damaged an axle, and Hutt’s 
machine had been repaired by dismantling 
Barnes's 


(Geo. 








INCIDENTS REPORTED FROM BATH. _ 


Staff Correspondence. 


BaTtu., Oct. 10.—The rain that was falling 
steadily during the departure at Bingham- 
ton Friday morning, gradually lessened as 
the day wore on, but the three days of rain, 
during which more than ten inches of water 
fell, has soaked deeply into the dirt roads, 
creating a deceptive sarface. In 
places that 


many 
looked like good going the 


The officials arrived by train in Bath 
long in advance even of the pilot cars. At 
the towns along the way, they got hurried 
and uncertain scraps of information about 
the progress of the contestants. At 
Elmira they heard that the two pilot cars 
and five others had got into town before 
1 P. M., and that while the pilots had 

















BEFORE START FRIDAY AT WHIPPLE’S GARAGE, BINGHAMTON. 


wheels sank in to the hubs in soft mud, 
and so far as actual progress was con- 
cerned, the going was worse, if possible, 
than on Thursday. But there was less 
suffering from weather conditions. The 
streams were all swollen by the unusual 
rainfall and in a number of places the 
small bridges on the route had been car- 
ried away or their approaches washed out 


stopped for lunch, the others had gone 
through without stopping. The five con- 
testants that were making the fast time and 
leading the string were, Holcomb (Colum- 
bia), Stearns (Stearns), Winters (Toledo), 
Jay and Deming (Whites) 

The garage at Bath was changed from 
the open Fair Grounds track beyond the 
town to the Nichols House stables, which 





October 17, 1903. 


afforded the first protection to the machines 
since leaving New York. The Fair Grounds 
track is picturesquely set among surround- 
ing hills, and in fair weather is undoubt- 
edly a delightful place, but last night a 
raw wind from the northwest, into which 
quarter it had shifted, promised an in- 
tensely disagreeable half-hour to those 
who arrived after dark. So arrangements 
were quickly made to secure the use of the 

















FIRST CAR TO LEAVE FRIDAY MORNING. 


hotel stables just back of the official head- 
quarters, then a wagon load of gasoline in 
cans was hurriedly moved from the track 
to the hotel. A long wait then followed, 
and the small crowd of patient men and 
small boys of the town gradually dwindled 
as dusk began to fall. 

The first car to arrive was Holcomb’s 
Columbia, at 5 o’clock. Half an hour later 
Frank Stearns came in with a flourish and 
a bent axle. He had plunged into a wash- 
out when going at high speed and his clever 
mechanic had jacked the big car up in the 
mud, removed the axle, repaired it in a 
blacksmith shop and replaced it in the 
incredibly short time of forty minutes. 

The Pierce Arrow finished third shortly 
before 6 P. M., and five minutes after 6 
came the White 5, followed half an hour 
later by White 6. At 11.35 only nine 
cars had reported, including, in addition 
to the above, ‘‘Old Pacific,’”’ one Knox, a 
Toledo and Rambler 18. Besides these 
Augustus Post, in his White, came in at 11 
o'clock. 

A feature of the entry into Bath that 
was noticed by all was a large sign of 
‘‘Welcome”’ hung across the main thor- 
oughfare over which the contestants came, 
and two large bottles of wine, perhaps 
intended as prizes for the first arrival or as 
signifying good cheer that night for the 
weary. But the early comers were in too 
much of a hurry to stop even had they 
cared to accept the penalty. 

During all last evening the men hung 
around the hotel lobby discussing the 
experiences of the three days, the frightful 
road conditions, and the chances for getting 
through to Cleveland and asking anxiously 
for any information regarding those who 
had fallen behind. 

Slowly the reports came in by telephone, 
by drivers and observers as they arrived 
in their cars. It was reported that a 
short distance east of Owego, twenty-three 
miles out of Binghamton, the axle on 
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Frank Nutt’s Haynes-Apperson broke and 
that he had telephoned to Binghamton 
for the 
which had blown out a cylinder head 
The axle had Nutt is 
expected to continue 

At Owego also, Dan Wurgus, on Olds 


axle from George Barnes’s car 


been sent on and 


40 was sick and exhausted and had quit 
Upon learning of this, Ray Owen, who 
was at Bath, took the first train back to 
Owego with the intention of himself bring- 
ing the runabout through. One of the 
Northerns stripped its gears and was hung 
up at Owego, where the Rochet-Schneider 
press car had also stopped for the night, 
its narrow tread making the traveling 
even harder for it than for the American 
machines, as the wheels did not track in 
the ruts. Two of the metropolitan daily 
press representatives who started in it 
from Weehawken, had joined the advance 
guard at Binghamton by train. There 
was a bad hill near Owego where the ma- 
chines had to be pushed up through the 
The and weather were so 


mud. roads 
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through so far and who felt that it was 
to the interest of the whole industry that 


as many as possible of the starters should 


finish. So despite a continuous fall of 
rain throughout last night, the nine con- 
testants that had Bath left here 


promptly this morning for Buffalo, led by 


reached 


the two Pierce cars, which got away first 
after the pilot cars 
After they had been seen off, the officials 


Farmers and others at Bath Saturday 
morning commented freely on the fact that 
followers of the run by train were held up 
there by washouts that delayed the trains 
for hours, while the automobilists hiked 
right along on their journey. 

Frank Stearns drives his automobile as 
though he were a part of the machine itself 
He is a daring driver. absolutely without 
of his machine at 


fear and has control 


all times. During Friday he took every 
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prepared their baggage with the expecta- 
tion of catching the 10:35 train for Buffalo, 
but just about as they were ready to start 
for the station, the ticket agent telephoned 
to the hotel that there had been washouts 
along the line toward New York and that 
had the 
10:35 would not arrive until 1 P. M. As 


one train been abandoned and 


a matter of fact, it did not come until 2:30 
and a dreary day was spent here 


Notes of Third Day’s Run. 


tors ceased to worry and looked more care- 
fully after their machines, preferring to 
sacrifice points and finish the contest. 
The passengers changed often on the 
Stearns; for one trip with Frank Stearns 
was, as a rule, a great sufficiency of fast 
Nevertheless, 
sieged with offers to go as passengers 


driving Stearns was be- 
The telephone constantly reminded the 
officials at the front that all along the line 


the drivers of cars that had had trouble 














ENTRANCE TO GARAGE IN BUFFALO. 


bad that farmers along the way refused 
to drive anybody into town in their 
wagons, 

At 3:30 P. M., Friday, it was reported 
that no more cars had arrived at Bing- 
hamton than the seventeen that had got 
in before daylight, and that only one of 
the seventeen was still there. 

Binghamton also reported at 8:15 last 
night that Northern 32, Franklin 26 and 
a Knox had come in minus their observers, 
who had abandoned them, but that the 
operators intended to push on as best they 
could. Waite’s White broke a 
feed water pipe five miles from Bingham- 
ton and could not proceed. 


George 


Elmira reported that a few miles east of 
there a tire on Webb Jay’s White had 
burst and that the machine was run into 
Elmira on three tires and a rim, as there 
were better facilities for repairs in the 
town. 

DETERMINED TO FINISH. 


During the evening the suggestion was 
made that the run be called off, but this 
was opposed by those who had gotten 








chance to beat out the Pilot cars and Bert 
Holcomb’s Stearns watched 
the Columbia closely while following close 
behind, and on seeing it skid frightfully 
took to the grass at the side of the road, 
The passen- 


Columbia 


where he put on top speed. 
gers in the machine bounced around like 
rubber balls. 
obstructions were missed by the narrowest 
margins. Holcomb took a desperate chance 
at a railroad crossing and got across in 
pilot by a 
The Stearns was cut off 


Telegraph poles and other 


front of a train, missing the 
narrow margin. 
and lost ten minutes. It was a bitter pill 
to Stearns, who had counted upon getting 
through in the lead. He also lost time 
replacing a tire shoe. After reaching the 
garage at Bath he had to repair the front 
axle which the roads had bent and cracked 

Gardiner, Githens, Lake and Newhouse, 
participants in and followers of the run, 
were well-known racing 


formerly cycle 


Garc - 


men noted for pluck and stamina 


ner’s success with the Rambler bore out 
his former reputation 
It was early seen that no one would 


make a perfect score and thereafter oper: - 


DEPARTURE FROM BUFFALO MONDAY 


MORNING. 


were struggling along and were going to 
finish. 

As one of the cars came into Bingham- 
ton early in the morning, the driver and 
out by their terrible 
experience, the chimes of a nearby church 
struck up, ‘““The Morning Light is Break- 
ing.” 


passengers, worm 


Dan Wurgus, daring driver of the record- 
breaking Oldsmobile ‘‘Pirate,”’ said that 
he preferred all the dangers of the track 
to the chances on the road as they were 
Thursday. He had to be pleaded with 
before he would start Friday. 


Percy Pierce gained friends all along the 
road by his self-sacrificing acts. He gave 
“first ail to the 
suffering penalization again and again to 


injured” many times, 


help competitors. He gave gasoline to 
Frank Nutt (Haynes-Apperson) the first 
dav. Nutt hours of delay; 
pulled the Holcomb Columbia out of a 
ditch near Binghamton the second day, 
and offered assistance to many others who 
cencrosity but declined to 


and saving 


appreciated hi 


profit) los 
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Fourth Day—Saturday--Bath to Buffalo. 


Contestants Reach End of First Stage Ahead of Officials 
and Press Representatives Who Went by Train— 
Rules of Run Relaxed. 


Staff Correspondence. 


UFFALO, Oct. 11.— Excellent time 
was made over the 123 2-3 
from Bath to Buffalo, Bert Holcomb 
in Columbia 2, getting into town at 2 
o'clock, just half an hour before the little 
crowd of officials and newspaper men at 
Bath were able to get the first train that 
came through during the day. 


miles 


Holcomb, 
however, met with his greatest misfortune 
of the trip almost in the hour of his greatest 
triumph. Only a mile from the Buffalo 
garage, while going at high speed, his car 
skidded on the wet asphalt paving, the 
rear end slewed around like a sling and 
the wheels brought up against the curb 
directly in front of the window of an under- 
taker’s establishment, coffin 
confronted the alarmed passengers in the 
tonneau like an ill omen. 


where a 


The axle gave 
way, and though no injuries were sus- 
tained by the occupants, the car was put 
out of the running, and could not be 
brought into the garage until 1 A. M 

As a result, the honor of first arrival 
again went to the White, Webb Jay bring- 
ing his machine in at 2.29, ahead even of 
the White and Arrow pilots, which came 
in respectively at 2.51 and 3 o’clock. The 
second and third competing machines to 
get in were the Pierce Arrow and Pierce 
stanhope, which were clocked at 4.39 and 
4.47, respectively. Their early arrival 
and the fine performance of all the Pierce 
cars was sufficient excuse for some mani- 
festation of pride by not only Mr. Pierce, 
but by all the Buffalo motorists who 
gloried in the reputation made for a Buffalo 
product. 

Paul Deming brought his White in at 
6 P. M.; Fetch arrived next in Old Pacific 
at 6.05; George Soules in Toledo 10 at 6.45; 
and Frank Stearns in the Stearns at 7.04, 
his being the last arrival up to 1o P. M. 
Stearns cracked his rear axle on Saturday 
and repaired it in a blacksmith shop, caus- 
ing several hours’ delay. 

Gardiner in the Rambler, Holcomb, with 
the damaged Columbia, and Winters with 
Toledo 9 reported next in succession after 
midnight. 

L. L. Whitman finally brought in his 
little overlander at 9.25 Sunday night, 
having C. H. Martin, of the Knox Com- 
pany, as an observer. And right here is 
due a tribute to the faithfulness and stamina 
of Mr. Martin. He was dispatched from 
New York at the start to post arrows 
pointing the direction of the route; and 
after two days of that, volunteered to fill 
the place of a missing observer on the third 
day, out of Binghamton on Friday morning. 
He had been on the road through all the 
hardships during forty-eight hours with 


only three hours of sleep. When he 
entered the Hotel Iroquois to-night he was, 
to quote the slang of the bicycle racing 
men, ‘“‘groggy,’’ which has a significant 
meaning. 

Together with Whitman and Martin 
came Roberts, in Olds 39, and Wilkinson, 
in Franklin 27. Five minutes later Frank 
Nutt drove his Haynes-Apperson into the 
Queen City Co.’s_ garage. 
The last arrival reported up to the present 
time (1.10 A. M., Monday) is W. H. Bex 
in the Franklin that went through the 
bridge. 


Automobile 


Cars Get BeTTrerR CARE IN BUFFALO. 

General Manager Miles announced on 
Sunday morning that contestants who 
arrive in Buffalo before the start on Mon- 
day will be allowed to clean and adjust 
their machines without penalization 
Notice was also posted that in all future 
stages of the run, operators must not 
exceed the speed limit of twenty miles, 
under penalty of disqualification. 

A covered garage was secured for the 
Buffalo two-night stop through the kind- 
ness of Mr. Bex, proprietor of the Queen 
City Automobile Co., 77 Edwards Street, 
,who offered the free use of his garage 
instead of the vacant lot on Main Street 
that had been selected as the only available 
place that was convenient to the head- 
quarters and large enough to accommo- 
date the number of cars that would have 
finished if the weather had been ordinarily 
good 

THE STRAGGLERS COMING IN 


Reports of the progress of the missing 
-ars kept coming in to the Association 
headquarters all day Sunday. Early in 
the morning it was reported that Whitman 
in the trancontinental Olds, had left Bath 
at daybreak. The two Franklins left Bath 
at 8 A.M. About ten miles east of Bath 
the Franklin, driven by W. H. Bex, fell 
through a bridge and was entirely sub- 
merged in the water. It was extricated 
and overhauled without serious delay. 
Arthur Gardiner telegraphed from Avon 
Saturday night that he had had a bad smash 
up in the Rambler but was coming on. 
The Nichols House, at Bath, reported that 
two other Oldsmobiles and a Toledo ton- 
neau left there at 7 A. M., and that no 
other cars remained there. Riker and the 
Locomobile still remained at Campbells 
awaiting supplies which were expected at 
any moment, and Mr. Riker expected to 
start forward this afternoon. A telegram 
received later from Mr, Riker stated that 
he would reach Buffalo at 10 A. M. Monday. 

A report from R W. Whipple at Bing- 
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hamton at 1 P. M., Sunday, was to the 
effect that the Knox 25 was there and 
ready to go on, that Rambler 17 had 
arrived at 9.40 A. M., and expected to 
continue, that the two Fredonias had 
arrived at 5.05 P. M., Saturday and gone 
out again at 9.30 P. M., that Columbia 3 
got in at 8.45 Saturday night and left at 
5 o'clock the following morning, and that 
the Haynes-Apperson 31 had left Bing- 
hamton on Saturday. 

The Awahga House, in Owego, tele- 
phoned at 1 P. M., that the two Fredonias 
and the Columbia had passed through in 
the morning. The two Northerns had 
been there since Friday and Saturday 
waiting for sprockets, ordered from New 
York by telephone, to arrive, but there had 
been no express out of New York for the 
last forty-eight hours, and it was improb- 
able that the cars could continue until 
Monday or Tuesday, by which time the 
train service will have been resumed. 

Mr. Barnett, observer on Columbia 3, 
reported from Elmira at 7.45 in the evening 
that gasoline was being taken on there 
and that they would reach Bath to-night 
and go on early Monday, overtaking the 
leaders at Cleveland on Tuesday night 
He stated that it had been necessary to 
make seven detours of from one to four 
miles to cross streams, the bridges over 
which had been washed out. The Haynes- 
Apperson had to drive four miles along the 
railroad tracks to avoid a washout, and 
the racking over the ties started a leak 
in one of the water pipes that needed re- 
pairing. The Fredonias were still behind 
the Columbia. 

The Stearns had skidded into a stone 
wall on the second day, just after leaving 
Unadilla, bending the front axle about a 
foot from the end, and also one steering 
knuckle. The knuckle was straightened 
on the road, but the car was driven to 
Binghamton that day and all the way to 
Bath the following day with the bent axle. 
On the third day Frank Stearns drove 
thirty miles over the mountains to Dan- 
ville, where, coming down a stiff grade, 
the jolting bent the axle still more, necessi- 
tating a stop at Danville where, in three 
hours the axle was removed, iron splints 
applied and clamped with carriage clamps 
and the axle replaced. The go-mile drive 
from there to Buffalo over roads that were 
bad was made in seven hours. 

At midnight Sunday fifteen competing 
vehicles and the two pilot cars are in. 























ad 


»b- 
til 
he 


ne 
ng 
, a 
ng 
ed 





October 17, 1903. 


BUFFALO CLUB ENTERTAINS 
ENDURANCE RUN VISITORS 


MOTORISTS FROM CANADA ATTEND 


Prominent Motorists from Many Towns Make 
Speeches at Smoker Given in Honor of 
Endurance Run Members—Experiences Re- 
lated by Visitors Most Interesting. 


Staff Correspondence. 


BuFFALO, Oct. 11.—Those of the Endur- 
ance Run contestants who were so fortu- 
nate as to arrive here in time, together 
with the observers and officials, were most 
pleasantly entertained as guests of the 
Automobile Club of Buffalo at a smoker 
in the Iroquois Hotel Saturday night. 
Following an excellent luncheon at 8 P. M., 
President Hotchkiss, of the club, intro- 
duced Erastus C. Knight, mayor of the 
city, who welcomed the visitors to the city 
in a pleasant little address. 

Dr. Martin, a veteran motorist, recalled 
the Endurance Run of 1901 to Rochester. 
He spoke of the advancement in tire con- 
struction and the improvement in axles, 
and said that the present run has served 
to indicate that the light car is the coming 
kind for American roads. Referring to 
tires, he talked of the importance of pro- 
portioning the size of the tires to the weight 
of the car, and also of the necessity of 
increasing the number of lugs. The 
present run, he said, had taught the manu- 
facturers a lesson, and they would never 
again undertake a similar run under like 
conditions. 

Dr. Doolittle, president of the Toronto 
Automobile Club, was then introduced by 
President Hotchkiss. He spoke quickly 
and with pleasing humor that brought 
much applause at the conclusion. He said 
that his club had had a little endurance 
run of its own in which nine cars had 
started for Buffalo to be in at the arrival 
of the N. A. A. M. contestants, and that all 
had reached the city. 

Mr. Richmond, of the Automobile Club 
of Rochester, who was present, said a few 
words regarding the Rochester Club and 
the two machines in which members had 
just come to Buffalo for the present 
occasion. 

Tom Fetch was then called upon. He 
arose and with characteristic brevity and 
reservation, remarked: ‘‘Members of the 
Buffalo Club and others: I'd like to talk 
with you for two hours—but I haven't 
anything to say.” 

Bert Holcomb, of Chicago,-New York 
record run fame, remarked concerning the 
roads over which he had just come, that 
they were the worst he had ever seen. 

Mr. Nickerson, driver of the Pierce 
Arrow pilot car, said that there was no 
question about this being an Endurance 
Run—and an endurance test of the offi- 
cials as well. Although he had driven 
thousands of miles, and drove last winter 
in the Rockies, he had never seen anything 
he said, equal to the Pine Hill to Bingham- 
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ton route. The day’s run was equal to a 
run in ordinary weather from New York 
to St. Louis. 

Windsor T. White was called on and 
compared the present run with that to 
Rochester two years ago, when the shorter 
distance was covered in five days as against 
four days from New York to Buffalo under 
far worse conditions. 

R. L. Morgan made one of the longest 
addresses, which was well received. He 
rode, he said, with Tom Fetch in the 
Packard the second day, and paid a tribute 
to the overlander’s careful driving. Fetch, 
he remarked, pronounced the ride the 
worst by far he had ever had. The car 
had no mudguards, and as a result, the 
men caught quantities of the liquid mud. 
The grit worked into the gears and ran 
down the steering column into the worm- 
gearing, causing it to tighten and make 
the steering difficult. The car slewed 
badly, and Fetch suggested an oar-lock at 
the rear of the car with a sweep by which 
Morgan might steady the course of the 
machine. 

On the third day the speaker was an 
observer in A. L. Riker’s Locomobile and 
told of Mrs. Riker’s remarkable pluck. 
At the bridge near Painted Post the car 
ran into eighteen inches of mud and after 
three hours of jacking up, it was got to the 
surface, resting on boards, when it slipped 
back again. The men were about ready to 
give up the attempt, when a farmer took 
pity on Mrs. Riker and pulled them out 
with a team of horses. 


Not very much further on, the low speed 
and intermediate gears gave way, and the 
attempt to make further progress had to be 
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abandoned. By the use of fence rails and 
a tarpaulin, an A tent was formed over the 
tonneau and Mrs. Riker was made com- 
fortable for the night. Mr. Riker slept in 
the front seat and Morgan stretched him- 
self out in his rubber coat and slept on the 
board sidewalk—‘‘And I charged my 
company $4.50 as expenses at Hotel de 
Spruce,” concluded the relator. 

A. B. Tucker made an address upon the 
remarkable performance of the contestants 
and the credit they deserve. 

The smoker concluded with some good 
vaudeville singing and negro minstrel 
monologue 

The visiting officials and contestants 
were the guests this afternoon of the 
Buffalo Automobile Club, and _ they, 
together with guests from Toronto, De- 
troit and Syracuse, were taken on a run 
around the city in machines. About 
twenty-five cars were used and more than 
100 persons were included in the party. 

President William H. Hotchkiss and 
Secretary Fred. J. Wagner, of the club, led 
the procession. The machines of Dr. 
Pool, Dr. Truman J. Martin, B. B. Dag- 
gett, E. E. Mock, E. R. Thomas and others 
followed. Some of the guests were taken 
on at the Iroquois Hotel and more were 
gathered at the official garage, 77 Edward 
Street. From there the route was by 
Delaware Avenue to Fort Erie and to the 
old buildings of the Pan-American Exposi- 
tion. The party drove around the New 
York State building and lunched at the 
Park Club, which was formerly the 
Woman's Building of the Exposition. A 
fast run back to the Iroquois completed the 
trip. 


Notes of Fourth Day’s Run. 


Herbert A. Githens, representing the 
G & J Tire Co., and Teddy Edwards, 
representing the Hartford Tire Co., fol- 
lowed the run to Binghamton in an Olds- 
mobile. Githens shipped the machine 
from Binghamton to Buffalo by freight 
and took the train themselves. At Buffalo 
some repairs were made and they were 
ready to continue on Monday. 


’ 


“T’ll wager $1,000,” said Bert Holcomb, 
“that Charlie Gray doesn’t beat my record 
with a Peerless, and I'll bet some money 
that I can beat that record by eighteen 
hours myself.” 


“They will find that steam is not a dead 
issue,’’ said George H. Lowe, of Boston, 
“and this trip proves it, I guess.”’ 


Colonel Clifford was freely congratu- 
lated on all sides for the success achieved 
by the Pierce. The two Pierce Arrows 
and the little stanhope came into Buffalo 
early, and Buffalo was proud of them. 


“It was a tough experience,” said E. R. 
Thomas, ‘‘and I am glad our cars were 
not ready for the contest. We should 


have been there though had we been 
ready. The trip proves the auto all O. K.”’ 


Secretary F. J. Wagner arranged the 
entertainment for the visitors at the Iro- 
quois. Wagner was congratulate” vener- 
ally for his work in building up i 1em- 
bership of the Automobile Club u / ffalo 
from 19 to 322 in one year. 


““As we sailed toward the curbstone, I 
saw a coffin in a window and was headed 
straight for it,’’ said John Donovan, of 
Boston, who rode in the Columbia No. 2 
car. “You can rest assured that in the 
few seconds I thought of my whole life, for 
it seemed to me as the axle gave way, that 
we must all suffer death.and the coffin 
seemed a bad omen.” 


On Saturday the run was found to be 
divided into two sections, nine cars in the 
fast “bunch” that reached Buffalo that 
night, and more than that number in the 
slower section passing through Owego, 
Elmira and Bath Saturday night, anc 
driving night and day to close the gap on 


Sunday. 
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The many participants in the run who 
missed Saturday night 
Buffalo, missed a most enjoyable smoker, 


and Sunday at 


and vaudeville entertainment and a Sunday 
day trip to Niagara Falls, as guests of the 
Automobile Club of Buffalo. But mainly 
they lost a rest which will tell on them 
during the remaining stages of the run. 


“I went out once deliberately to try my 
car for the two days in the rain over the 
worst roads I could find,’’ said E. R. 
Thomas, at Buffalo, ‘‘and at the close of the 
two days my chauffeur, the twenty-five 
mile amateur champion, quit his job, 
entirely done out.’’ Mr. Thomas said that 
those two days together were not as bad 
as half a day of this present trip. He 
commended the men and their cars most 
highly. 


The orders to Buffaio automobilists for 
the informal dinner at the Iroquois, were 
“no dress suits,” and participants in the 
Endurance Run were right at home in 
rubber boots and sweaters. 


Thirty-six miles from Buffalo, Gardiner 
lost his way and came in later by a new 
route. 


C. Arthur Benjamin remained at Bing 
hamton to help in getting the two remain 
ing Franklins through and then went on to 
Buffalo. Bex and Winters pulled thei) 
Franklins out of Binghamton Saturday 
and Bath Sunday morning. 
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When there was talk of calling the run 
off at Cleveland, several drivers, including 
Stearns and Holcomb, announced that they 
would go through to Pittsburg anyway 
and complete the run. 


R. R. Owen went from Bath to Owego 
by train to take the place of Driver Roberts 
who was sick. Roberts came to Bath and 
took the car there after Owen had brought 
it through some very trying experiences. 
Owen forded seven creeks and at Painted 
Post ran into a chug-hole from which he 
helped the engine to push the car. 

Augustus Post, the New York banker, 
said that he would certainly finish, having 
started. ‘‘I have been from New York to 
Buffalo by the Albany-Rochester route,”’ 
he said, ‘‘and have had some tough experi- 
ences with my White steamer. This trip 
has been a hard one, but I must say I 
have enjoyed every moment of it, as it has 
all been so new and novel to me.” 

John Wilkinson, driver of one of the 
Franklins, was the center of great interest 
when he entered the Iroquois Sunday 
night. He had not had his clothes off for 
fifty hours. At midnight he retired with 
admonitions to C. A. Benjamin to get him 
out at 6 o’clock no matter how hard he 
kicked. Having caught the crowd, he 
was determined to go all the way with it. 

The occupants of Columbia 3 marked 


the high water mark on the car for future 
reference. 


Fifth Day—Monday—Short Run. 


Rest on Sunday, Fine Weather, Good Roads and a Short 
Run Bring Relief from Strain and Fast Time. 





Staff Correspondence. 


~REDONIA, N. Y., Oct. 12, 12 noon.— 
The pilot cars passed about 8 o’clock, 
and by 9 the regular run cars were 
coming in. The early cars made no stop 
here for lunch or supplies, but pushed 
on for Erie, only fifty-three miles away. 
The following cars have passed here: Co- 





lumbia 2, two White steamers, two 
Toledos, Pierce 14 and 15, The Packard 
Transcontinental, Old Pacific, Rambler 18, 
Franklin 26 and 27, Haynes-Apperson 30, 
Stearns 35 and two Oldsmobiles. 

No rain has fallen recently here and the 
roads are good, the weather fine and cool. 





ATTEMPT TO ENFORCE SPEED RULES. 


Staff Correspondence. 


Erie, Pa., Oct. 13.—After their long 
rest of Sunday the drivers of the fifteen 
cars and their observers were at the garage 
at an unusually early hour. With the 
promise of a perfect day before them, with 
their cars overhauled, as allowed under the 
new order, the party was as a merry one. 
Promptly at 7 o’clock M. W. Winters drove 
Toledo 9 out of the garage and at intervals 
of but a few minutes the cars went away, 
White 5, Webb Jay, being second at 7.06, 
and Frank Stearns a minute later, fol- 
lowed in order by Percy Pierce, Toledo 1o. 
Holcomb in Columbia 2, White 6, Gardiner 
in his Rambler, Frank Nutt in the 
Haynes-Apperson, ‘‘Old Pacific,” Olds 41 


with Transcontinental Whitman, W. H. 
Bex with Franklin 26, Olds 39, Franklin 27 
and Pierce Arrow 14 last at 9.30. 

As each car left the observer received his 
instructions to allow no speed of over 
twenty miles an hour and to report all in- 
fractions. After days of mud plugging it 
was tantalizing to be held in when good 
going was in sight. None of the drivers 
was penalized, but there was a lot of inter- 
esting traveling between the points. The 


96 miles of road was in ideal shape. No 
very serious hills were encountered except 
Gulch Hill at the Pennsylvania State line, 
where there came a 10 per cent. downward 
rush, a sharp turn and an upward curved 
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There was some dust 
a novelty after days of mush. 


shoot of 15 per cent. 





Nearing Erie all the cars slowed to fifteen 
hour. At 12.03 the Stearns 
arrived first and five minutes later White 
5 came in with the White pilot which had 
been picked up. Holcomb finished at 
12.16, just thirty seconds ahead of Toledo 
9. To the surprise of all, Arthur Gardiner 
in Rambler 18 followed the big car at 12.32, 
ahead of White 6 by a minute. Then 
came an interval of an hour and at 1.19 
Toledo 9 led the second bunch. Pierce 15 
came in at 1.22. Haynes-Apperson sur- 
rey at 1.39 and Franklin 27 at 1.53. The 
splendid condition of the roads enabled an 
unbroken run and the drivers generally 
said that the day’s trip was far too short. 
It was 2.36 when ‘‘Old Pacific” with smiling 
Tom Fetch came along and at 2.39 Frank- 
lin 26 came in. The two Olds loafed 
at Fredonia an hour and one half and 
finished at 4.02 and 4.03, respectively, 
Whitman leading the pair. 

When A. L. Riker and wife arrivedfat 
12.30 they were followed shortly by the 
Rocket-Schneider with Birdie Munger, Al 
Newhouse and John Lake on _ board. 
Newhouse made a hard uphill fight to 
overtake the leaders and again take up his 
party of New York newspaper men. 


miles an 





LACKED ONLY A WATERTIGHT CAR- 
BURETER TO NAVIGATE SAFELY. 


General demoralization of roads fol- 
lowed the cloudbursts of last week in the 
vicinity of New York and few were the 
motorists who cared to brave the condi- 
tions which prevailed for several days. 
This, however, lends special interest to the 
following brief account of a trip to Orange, 
N. J., taken on Saturday in a Ford runa- 
bout by A. S. Robinson and Mr. Stallnecht. 
They started from the C. A. Duerr & Com- 
pany agency at 152 West 38th Street, New 
York, and Mr. Robinson relates their ex- 
perience in these words: 


“Mr. Stallnecht and myself started for 
Newark by way of the plank road, but 
found it entirely washed away by the- 
storm. We then attempted to go via 
Secaucus and Rutherford. 

‘Between these two places the road for 
two miles was covered with water varying 
in depth from one to two feet. After care- 
fully considering the matter and making 
arrangements with a colored man to follow 
us with a team and tow us out in case we 
required it, we started. We had been in- 
formed by a number of people that a 
naphtha launch had gone down the road a 
short while before, and we could at that 
moment see a row boat ahead of us. We 
had gone about half a mile when the car 
stopped, and we thought we would need 
the services of the colored gentleman, but 
found our trouble was water in the car- 
bureter, and after cranking the engine 
about a dozen times it started. We had 
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hardly gone a quarter of a mile before we 
stopped again. This occurred about five 
times, from the same cause. 

“After we had again gotten on dry land 
we thought our troubles over, but after 
passing Rutherford we found the bridge 
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across the Passaic River had been washed 
away. We then turned toward Arlington, 
and found we could cross the river at East 
Newark. From there to Orange we had 
good roads and came through without 
trouble.” 


Notes of Fifth Day’s Run. 


The Arrow pilot car, in charge of Mr. 
Nickerson, and with Secretary Unwin 
working his passage by distributing con- 
fetti, entered Erie scattering the little 
squares of paper. Upon reaching the 
the garage both men were arrested for 
littering the streets. They went to the 
police court and on giving a full explana- 
tion and showing the mud-bespattered 
car, were discharged. 


The farmers of Pennsylvania did not 
welcome the tourists as pleasantly as did 
those of New York. 


Monday’s run was too easy. Not an 
extraordinary happening! The news- 
paper men began to enjoy a little respite. 


It is hard to land a bunch of grapes suc- 
cessfully in an auto going twenty miles 
an hour. The roads were too good to 
slow and the kindly disposed farmers felt 
hurt. 


After four days of mud plugging, and 
five for some, the 96-mile five-hour run to 
Erie from Buffalo was mere play. 


Dust was first encountered at Fresh Air 
Mission, 474 miles along on the journey. 
The sun first appeared at the 516-mile 
mark. The 500-mile mark was a cemetery. 


Town roads were found to be far worse 
than country roads. 


For several ‘days the pilot cars were 
beaten to their destination. Monday the 
competing cars were limited to five hours 
for the trip, but the pilot cars went the 
journey in three and one-half hours. The 
competitors had been told that the law 
must be obeyed, yet both pilot cars carried 
N.tA. A. M. officials. 


Mr. Riker drove 235 miles yesterday 
from Campbell to Erie, leaving Campbell 
at 2.30 Saturday morning, reaching Buffalo 
at 2.30, leaving Buffalo at 5.30 and reach- 
ing Erie at 12.30. It was continuous 
driving and Mr. and Mrs. Riker finished 
very tired, but ready to go right on to 
Cleveland in the morning. 


Scattering confetti on the road ahead of 
a fellow automobilist who has been passed 
and left behind is a natural development 
of the endurance test. John Johnson, of 
Buffalo, threw confetti to a friend passed 
on the Niagara Falls run. “to show the 
route,’’ as Johnson said. Now the friend 
is in the market with his “‘bundle’’ to buy 


the fastest car made in order that he may 
wipe out the deadly insult and throw con- 
fetti for Johnson. 


When the committee gave permission to 
the contestants to remove the dirt and 
overhaul their machines generally, the 
contestants knocked off hundreds of 
pounds of dirt that was all dead weight. 


George Soules, driver of a Toledo in the 
run, once carried Col. Dickinson and L. C. 
Boardman, of the New York and Chicago 
Road Association, over the route. He 
was in the rain then and knew the road. 


Many a tired driver who ‘followed on” 





Sixth Day—Tuesday , 
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over Sunday caught up a lot of sleep after 
the easy run to Erie. Among the number 
was John Wilkinson, who drove 252 miles 


in fifty hours with no sleep. 


There was general rejoicing at Erie over 
reports that the three Knox cars and the 
Locomobile would enter Cleveland with 
the party and make the total representa- 
tion nineteen out of the original thirty- 
four. 


T. B. Jeffery, of Kenosha, believes that 
future endurance runs will be from a 
central point out and back each day, as in 
England, and that the cross-country run 
will never be repeated. 


Monday, the evening the makers and 
their representatives held a meeting, it 
was decided to establish a control outside 
Cleveland and bring in all the contestants 
in procession nineteen strong. With Au- 
gustus Post and his White, Githens and 
Edwards, the Rocket-Schneider and other 
outside machines, the party will be a large 
and representative gathering. 





‘Departure from Erie. 


Column of Schedule Men Caught by the Stragglers, Who 
Travel Night and Day to be in at Finish. 


Staff Correspondence. 


RIE, Oct. 13.—The drivers who had 
pushed forward with dogged persever- 
ence all day Sunday and all that night in 
order to be up at the front when the run 
was resumed yesterday morning, together 
with their worn-out observers, had their 
first opportunity to rest last night at Erie 
after the easy day’s run, and all were 
ready for a prompt start this morning, 
except those who assumed that the start 
would be made at 7 A. M., Central 
Standard time, one hour later than the 
eastern time on which they had been run- 
ning. The difference in times also befud- 
died the officials and newspaper men, who 
found it difficult to remember which time 
was used by the railroad and hotel and to 
figure the time of arrival in Cleveland. 

The cars had again been housed under 
cover, at Dunn’s Livery, at roth and 
Peach Streets, although as no rain fell 
and the stars and waning moon shone, the 
protection was less welcome than it would 
have been earlier in the run. 

Again the Stearns was the first away, 
promptly at 7, followed at half-minute 
intervals by Packard 16, White 6, and 
Toledos g and ro, giving these four fast 
Cleveland and Ohio makes the opportunity 
of leading the way into their own State 
and town. By 7:40 the fifteen cars that 
had arrived during the afternoon and 
night, had all gone forward on the day’s 
run through the grateful warmth of the 
first sunshine of the trip over the 103 3-4 
miles of good and level roads. 





The Locomobile, carrying Mr. and Mrs. 
Riker, an observer and F. E. Spooner, got 
away at 9 A.M. after the travelers had 
got some rest after the 250-mile contir- 
uous run ended at 12:30 last night. Some 
delay was caused by necessary adjustment 
and cleaning. 


During the interval between the depart- 
ure of Haynes-Apperson 30 and the 
Columbia, the Knox 23 and 24 put in an 
appearance at 8 o’clock and were hailed 
with cheers. The occupants had been on 
the road continuously for the last twenty- 
five hours, with the exception of a three- 
hour stop in Buffalo from 7:30 to 10:30 
last night. They had started from Co- 
hocton at 7 A. M. Monday. They had 
another story to add to the many recitals 
of road experiences. At one place where 
the water in the road was four feet deep, it 
took four men and a boy in addition to the 
power of the engine to push the vehicle up 
a grade on a road around the barrier. 
Asked if the Knox was still ‘‘waterless,”’ 
one of the party retorted that every part 
was water-jacketed, including cylinder, 
spark plugs and spark coil. 


Although the men were too weary to hold 
up their heads at the breakfast table at the 
Reed House, and were grizzly for want of 
a bath and shave, they gamely made the 
start for Cleveland, No. 23 at 11 A. M. and 
the two-cylinder surrey at noon. They 
reported the Knox 25 as close to Erie but 
out of gasoline. 
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General Observations on Endurance Run. 


BY AN OBSERVER. 


While no 
Rochet-Schneider, so kindly donated with- 


foreign car competed, the 
out expense to the newspaper men, kept on 
coming and its progress was followed with 
interest as telephonic reports were received 
at the front. 

L. D. Munger started late to follow the 
contestants from Weehawken, but upon 
reaching Ridgewood, twenty miles from 
Pine Hill, was compelled to retreat and 
had to work five hours to build a bridge 
over which to ride out of town. 

Some of the cars that were delayed in 
reaching Binghamton ran through water 
so deep that it ran over the feet of the 
passengers and flooded the tonneaus. 

Unusual emergencies demanded hasty 
repairs Paul 
Deming, in a White steamer, rolled up an 
inner tube and formed a bumper to replace 


never thought of before. 


a broken spring. 

Had drivers realized that 
have a perfect score, they would have 
taken time to make slight repairs which 
would have saved a final complete} break- 
down, as occurred in the case of George 
Waites’ White. Five minutes’ work Thurs- 
day strengthening the feed pipe probably 
would have saved the pipe which finally 
split its entire length and caused the with- 
drawal of the car. 

W. H. Bex thought it nothing new when 
he took a ducking in a creek Saturday 
near Bath. He was about as wet as 
possible before and was going to Bath, 
anyway. Very likely he got another bath 
at Bath. 

Fire could not discourage 
the Franklinmen. After John Wilkinson’s 
car burned under him, W. H. Bex’s Frank- 
lin broke through a bridge and was com- 
pletely submerged, yet the car and its men 
came along. 

Cars in need of parts which had to come 
by express were delayed by the washouts 
on the railroads and the partial suspension 
of railroad service along the route. 

Although some fast time has been made, 
no one has had to take any one’s dust. 

The fact that autos can get through 
when railroads are washed out and horses 
cannot be driven on the roads, opened the 
eyes of the farmers, who begin to see won- 
ders for the future. 

The local papers published the list of 
competitors and their numbers, and from 
these lists the spectators identified the cars 
as they passed, and followed the progress of 
the contest. 

One can foresee the exhibition of sundry 
cars at the winter’s shows labeled, ‘“‘Went 
through the Endurance Run from New 
York to Pittsburg.”” That will be sufficient 
without a first-class certificate to recom- 
mend anycar. To gain a perfect score was 
wholly out of the question, the sole object 


none would 


and water 


‘ 


after the first day being to be “in at the 
finish.”’ 

Garage acconimodations were freely 
offered by dwellers along the way and 
many a roadside barn seemed to have been 
especially prepared for just such emergen- 
cies as arose. 

The little electric hand lamp proved a 
blessing in night riding, as it enabled the 
observers to read the directions. 

The “‘waterless’’ Knox was a misnomer 
in Thursday’sdeluge. It had trouble with 
short circuiting—but ‘‘there were others.”’ 

The rain kept the farmers indoors and 
their teams off the road, which was the one 
good blown by the ill-wind. 


A pig can start from a standstill at 


STEARNS TOURING CAR LIGHTENED 
FOR MIDDLE WEST RACES. 


well known that the F. B. 
Stearns Company, of Cleveland, O., does 
not believe in racing cars that some little 
surprise was manifested at what was sup- 
posed to be a Stearns racer during the 
track events in the middle West. It de- 
velops that the car used was not a racer, 
built as such, but a touring car with slight 


It is so 
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eighteen miles an hour, as was demon- 
strated conclusively. They will take the 
center of the road and run all the way 
home if it is a mile. 

A chicken can go down a road at a gait of 
fifteen miles an hour and, turning at right 
angles, hit or miss a small hole in the fence. 

“Stop and have something to eat and 
drink,’”’ was an invitation that was re- 
peated all along the line. Some took the 
penalization and accepted. 

The newspaper men gave up all idea of 
“scoops” and worked together in order 
that anxious thousands might have all the 
news of the greatest endurance test of men 
and automobiles ever known. 

Drivers didn’t want to get hurt or 
killed, either, and resented any words of 
caution from observers in trying moments. 

The automobilist was apparently cred- 
ited with being a millionaire with ‘‘money 
to burn,”’ for hotel keepers charged what 
they pleased, though not without protests. 


was made in the company’s factory, includ- 
ing the tapering of the ends. In the item 
of the speed gear this was changed so that 
a fourteen tooth front sprocket was used 
in place of the regulartwelve. The regular 
clutch was used, as was also the emergency 
brakes on the rear wheels. The differen- 
tial brake, however, was omitted. The 
engine and oiling device incorporated 
1904 construction. The latter is worked 
by force feed from the water pressure and 


STEARNS TOURING CAR TRIMMED FOR RACING 


alterations. The car 
illustration herewith 

Two weeks before the Cleveland races 
the idea of entering was first broached to 
F. B. Stearns. Acting on this, a regular 
touring car was put into the factory. 
Here it was stripped of many essentially 
touring appurtenances, such as mud guards, 
etc.; lighter springs were put on, part of 
the speed-change gear was removed, and 
the frame was remodeled. In fact, the 
entire scheme was to demonstrate that 
building a racer was a case of lightening up 
the regular construction. 

The new frame is of the channel type and 


is shown in the 


the sight feeds are on the dash. The 
lubricating oil is carried in a three-gallon 
tank at the left side of the frame near the 
dash. The exhaust valves are worked by 
a specially shaped cam through a bellcrank. 
The intakes are automatic, with a governor 
throttle on the carbureter. The two 
cylinders are 5 3-4 bore by 6 1-4 stroke, 
the compression not being raised above that 
regularly used. Not only are both the 
front and rear wheels run on ball bearings, 
but the crank of the engine as well, F. B. 
Stearns having always been a consistent 
advocate of ball bearings. The hood was 
regular, as well as the radiator. The seats. 








The 
It will 
ilso be noted that the steering is on the left 

de, which is regular with all Stearns cars. 


nd rear body were of aluminum 
perator sat bestride the flywheel. 


Auto Barns on Restricted Lots. 
Special Correspondence. 
CLEVELAND, Oct. 12.—Judge Neff, of 
the Common Pleas Court, this city, is 
wrestling with the problem of whether or 
The 


question has been raised by a property 


not an automobile shed is a barn 
owner who demanded an injunction to 
restain a neighbor from erecting a ‘‘barn’”’ 
which cut off the view of said property 
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Parcel Delivery in Boston Partly by Autos. 


By the Combined Use of Electric Vehicles for Collections 
and Horse-Drawn Wagons for Delivery, Boston 
Company Establishes Large Express Business. 


Boston in the past has been the scene of 
many experiments along the line of the 
adaption of automobiles to commercial 
purposes. In 
the experimental stage has been the only 
stage, the most notable failure being the 


most instances, however, 


cab and delivery service of the New Eng- 
























Profiting by the experience of the New 
England Electric Vehicle Company, which 
leased automobile delivery wagons to the 
various large department stores, the Auto 
Express Company planned its 
along entirely different lines. It does not 
lease automobiles at all, but keeps its 
equipment in its own charge and under 
its own name 


business 


Business is contracted for 
in the same manner as any general delivery 
company would do. The term “express,” 
which is used in the name, is not entirely 
descriptive of the line of business carried 
on. This term is usually taken to mean a 
picking up in the city and suburbs for 
delivery at terminals in the city, as well as 
picking up in the city for general delivery 
in the suburbs, and it also usually implies 
some baggage work in connection with the 
railroads. The Auto Express Company 
so far has confined itself to delivery work 
from the stores of the ‘ 


retail business 











HORSE VEHICLES AT SUBSTATION. 


owner. It appears that some years ago 
the plaintiff sold a corner lot adjoining his 
home and placed in the sale the condition 
that no barn should be erected abutting 
his house. The other day the citizen dis- 
covered to his horror that a building, 
apparently a barn, was being erected 
He straightway prayed for an injunction 
which was granted. 

The judge is not a little troubled, as 
Webster’s definition of a barn as ‘‘a place 
for the storage of the products of a farm”’ 
might have been different if the lexicog- 
rapher had ever heard of an automobile. 


WASHINGTON’S AUTOMOBILE SHOW 
AND SANCTIONED RACES. 


The Washington Automobile Dealers’ 
Association has decided to hold its Fourth 
Annual Automobile Show during the week 
of March 21 to 26, 1904, in Washington 
Light Infantry Armory. 

During the present season a number of 
new agencies have been established in the 
Capitol City, such as the Pierce, Ford, 
Holley, Cleveland and St. Louis. Business 
is reported to be “‘fine.”’ 

Secretary B. C. Washington, Jr., of the 
association, states that contracts for five- 
sixths of the floor space for the show have 
been closed. He also states that a sanc- 
tion has been received from the A. A. A. 
for the race meet to be held at the Bright- 
wood Track on October 28. 











AUTOMOBILES BRING PARCELS TO MAIN STATION. 


land Electric Vehicle Company, whose 
large and elaborate garage on Tremont 
Street still stands untenanted as a monu- 
ment to its memory. There is, however, 
at least one prominent exception to the 
rule, and that is the Boston Auto Express 
Company. Two years and three months 
of continuous service, with a business that 
has increased constantly and steadily, 
and that now fully taxes the equipment 
and accommodations, seems to demon- 
strate that this experiment has turned 
out a genuine success. The company 
began business on July 1, 1901, with one 
automobile and two single-horse delivery 
wagons. Now it has in daily use seven 
large automobiles and sixty-four horse- 
drawn vehicles. From a very limited 
territory in the beginning the company 
has extended its operations to cover the 
Metropolitan district. 





section of the city to customers within a 
ten-mile radius of Boston proper. No 
baggage whatever is handled, and no out- 
side picking up is done except return 
bundles or cases for the stores. In the 
work of collecting the packages the auto- 
mobiles are employed, while the horse 
wagons do the actual delivering to cus- 
tomers. 

The automobile equipment of seven 
wagons is designated A to G, inclusive, 
and the horse wagons are marked numeri- 
cally. The power for the automobiles is 
obtained from 44-cell underslung batteries, 
and the gear is that of the Electric Vehicle 
Equipment Company of New York. Each 
wagon has two 2 1-2 horsepower motors, 
and each weighs loaded about 6,500 
pounds, and unloaded 5,200 pounds. 


When at work they maintain an average 
The floor 


speed of eleven miles an hour. 
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of the bodies of the wagons is quite low, 
with wide wings projecting over the wheels 
and a high canvas covering Each wagon 


has a capacity of about 1,200 bundles of 


the size that are usually sent out from 
department stores. During about nine 
months of the year two men and a helper 
are carried on every automobile In the 


dull season the helper is dispensed with 
For the purpose of facilitating collection 
and delivery, the company has established 
in the city and suburbs three concentric 
circles, the central point being the com- 
pany’s main station and garage in Park 
Square, just off Columbus Avenue and 
within the retail district of the city 


DIVISION AND SUBDIVISION OF WorRK 


The largest circle has a radius of approxi- 
mately ten miles, and its circumference 


THE AUTOMOBILE. 


The main station of the company, in 
Park Square, is designated as station O 
Station 1 is at 610 Columbia road, Dor- 
chester, to the south. Station 2 is at 
the corner of Gerrish Avenue and Broad- 
» the north 


way, Chelsea, t Station 3 is 
at White Street Place, Somerville, to the 
northwest. Station 4 is at 311 Washing- 
ton Street, Brighton, to the west. Five 
of the automobiles are called station 
wagons. There is the O wagon and the 
1, 2, 3 and 4 wagons. These five do the 
collecting at the large department stores, 
which patronize the Auto Express Com- 
pany. They visit each store four times 
during the day, each wagon taking only 
the parcels which are destined for cus- 
tomers within its particular territory 
The other two automobiles make the 
general miscellaneous collections at the 
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are transferred into the delivery wagons 
at the station. All the year round the 
automobiles handle on an average between 
six and seven thousand packages a day. 
The Monday before Christmas last year 
7,800 bundles were handled, and it is 
expected that before Christmas this year 
a record cf 10,000 will be reached 

Upon arriving at their stations the 
trunk line automobiles are quickly un- 
loaded and at once return to the main 
station. Then at the division stations 
the goods are sorted and placed in the 
horse wagons which cover the territory. 
At station O there are 13 delivery wagons, 
at the Dorchester station, 12; at the 
Chelsea station, 9; at the Somerville 
station, 12, and at the Brighton station 10, 
with extra teams at each station for the 
night rush. The drivers of these teams 








BOSTON AUTO EXPRESS COMPANY’S VEHICLES ARRAYED TO RECEIVE PARCELS FROM DEPARTMENT STORES. 


coincides very nearly with the boundary 
line of the so-called Metropolitan district. 
In all the cities and towns within this 
circle goods are delivered by the company 
The smallest of the circles, with a radius 
of about one mile, circumscribes the city 
of Boston proper, and encloses the collec- 
tion district. The intermediate circle, 
with a radius of nearly three miles, passes 
through the company’s four outside or 
sub-stations, where the horses and horse- 
wagons are kept From the main station 
within the smallest circle four lines run- 
ning north, northwest, west and south, 
represent the routes of the automobiles, 
or the trunk lines of the system. A line 
drawn east and west through the smallest 
circle divides the city proper for purposes 
of general collection. 


smaller stores, taking everything for all 
sections. One of them covers the terri- 
tory to the north of the line through the 
circle of the city proper, while the other 
takes the packages from stores to the 
south of this line 

After each collection all of the automo- 
biles return to the main station. The 
goods are removed from the two general 
collecting wagons, stored, and transferred 
to the station wagons. This process, 
through a systematic sorting, is done very 
quickly. As soon as the transfer of goods 
is completed, the four trunk line automo- 
biles proceed to their respective stations 
This leaves the 
station O wagon and the general collecting 
wagons ready to start on another collecting 


by the most direct route 


trip. The delivery goods for station O 


hand the packages directly to ~the pur- 
chasers. From the Dorchester station 
packages are delivered in Dorchester 
proper, New Dorchester, Mattapan, Ne- 
ponset, Ashmont, Roxbury, South Boston, 
Jamaica Plain, Forest Hills and Charles- 
town, all of which are sections of the city of 
Boston. Station 2 at Chelsea covers 
East Boston, the cities of Chelsea, Everett, 
Malden and Melrose, and the towns of 
Bevere, Winthrop and the section called 
Beachmont. From station 3 are delivered 
packages for all parts of Somerville and 
Cambridge, the city of Medford and the 
town of Arlington. Station 4 covers 
Brookline, Brighton, Allston, Waltham, 
Watertown, Waverly and Belmont, the 
Newtons (Newton, Newtonville, West 
Newton, Newton Upper Falls, Auburn- 
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iale, Newton Centre and Newton High- 
lands), Chestnut Hill and Waban. 

As stated above the automobiles make 
four collections daily. The first collection 
is between 7.30 and 9.30 o'clock in the 
forenoon, the second between 10.30 A. M. 
and 12.30 P. M.; the third between 2.30 
and 3.30 P. M., and the fourth between 
4.30 and 6.00 P. M. Four deliveries are 
made in the city proper, the section 
covered from station O, and two deliveries 
are made in the suburbs. Goods collected 
before noon are delivered during the after- 
noon, and goods collected up to six o’clock 
are delivered before 10 o'clock at night. 
The company collects from large firms 
such as Houghton & Dutton, R. H. White 
Company, James A. Houston, C. F. Hovey 
& Co., William S. Butler, William Filene & 
Sons, Shepard, Norwell Company, A. Stowell 
Company, Pitts-Kimball Company, and 
from about sixty-five smaller firms. It also 
does the suburban delivery for the Boston 
Parcel Delivery Company, a concern that 
has been in existence for thirty years. An- 
other branch of the business that has been 
taken up is delivery for large concerns 
shipping from other cities. The Boston 
Auto Express Company handles the goods 
of B. Fisher & Co., of New York, the large 
dealers in spices, teas and coffees. These 
come to the city by the Metropolitan line 
of steamers and are delivered to customers 
by the automobiles. 

Greatest care is exercised in handling 
packages so that none may go astray. 
Each bundle is checked by the driver of 
the automobile when it is received from 
the store. It is checked again when it is 
transfered from the collecting wagon, a 
third time when-it is taken on by the 
driver of the delivery wagon, and a fourth 
and last time when it is put in the hands 
of the purchaser at its final destination 
All the stations are connected by private 
telephone lines so that any mistake which 
may happen may be rectified in the short- 
est possible space of time. 


FREQUENT CHARGING OF BATTERIES 


The charging of the batteries of the 
automobiles is arranged so that there is 
no delay on that account, and no shifting 
of batteries. Each wagon is charged for 
seven consecutive hours at night. Each 
also receives electricity for about fifteen 
minutes every time it is in the main 
station for the transfer of packages, and 
it noon each set of batteries is charged 
for about an hour and a half. The main 
station is in an old freight house formerly 
used by the Providence railroad, before 
its Boston terminal was moved to the new 
South Station. In this house are very 
narrow accommodations for the seven 
automobiles of the express company, four 
or five boarders and the offices. Each 
automobile has its place or stall in the 
house and as soon as it comes in, and 
before the driver unlocks the rear door to 
remove packages, the plug is inserted and 
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the charging begins. The present quarters 
of the company are quite inadequate for 
its growing business and preparations are 
being made for a new building close by on 
Ferdinand Street, which will be commo- 
dious and will have separate apartments 
for the express business and for a regular 
electric garage business as well. 

The company’s automobiles have never 
yet ‘met a storm with which they were 
unable to cope. The hardest snow storm 
has been insufficient to keep them off the 
streets, or to prevent them from making 
the regular schedule trips. In times of 
deep snow the automobiles plow through 
places which are next to impassable for 
horse-drawn vehicles. When the snow 
becomes hardened or icy, the tires of the 
wheels of the automobiles are wound with 
a cheap hempen rope. Experience has 
shown that this is the best means of giving 
a ready grip upon the slippery streets. 
The company also has little trouble in 
breaking in new men to drive the auto- 
mobiles as _ chauffeurs The regular 
licensed chauffeurs instruct the helpers 
so that when there is a vacancy they are 
eligible for promotion. Two weeks of 
instruction will usually qualify a man to 
operate one of its wagons For repairs 
the company keeps a wagon on hand 


403 





Bricault is general manager, and Edward 
M. Hugo has charge of the collecting 
department ' as_ superintendent. Each 
station also has a division superintendent. 
Speed and a low price are the qualities 
which have set the company in the place 
it occupies, and they are depended upon to 
make it the leading concern in the package 
delivery business in Boston 


Garage Under the Veranda. 
F Were it not for the question of insurance 
rates, the problem of housing automobiles 
at or near the residence of their owners 
would, in many cases, be a simple one, but 
the insurance companies have so far failed 
to reach a uniform understanding as to 
what constitutes an increased risk, and 
owners of motor cars rarely know whether 
they will have trouble on this point or not 
before they have completed arrangements 
for sheltering their property. But if there 
is a restriction on thier real estate, limiting 
the number of buildings that can be placed 
there or excluding the erection of a barn, 
they know that it would be desirable to 
bring the automobile into their basement 
or under their porch. An arrangement of 
this kind is shown in the accompanying 
illustration, which represents the method 
adopted by Thomas R. Hartley, of Pitts- 








HOW T. R. HARTLEY OF PITTSBURG HOUSES HIS WHITE STEAMER. 


which it can send out with machinists when 
necessary. 

In addition to its regular business the 
Auto Express Company stores, charges 
and cares for a number of outside vehicles, 
including two for the Armstrong Transfer 
Company and several private carriages 
When the new building is completed it is 
expected that this branch of the business 
will be very much increased. The presi- 
dent of the company is Hugh G. Brown, 
and the treasurer E. P. Morse. G. E. 





burg, for housing his White steam touring 
car. In the suburban districts of large 
cities there are hundreds of private dwell- 
ings with high verandas which would per- 
mit of a similar convenient garage, but 
pending the uncertainty in insurance 
matters, it might be well enough to go slow 
in adopting this method without first 
ascertaining the views of the fire insurance 
company in each instance. If their 
restrictions are arbitrary and unreasonable 
they may yield to an explanation. 
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| Cowexpondence | 


Cylinder and Valve Dimensions. 


Editor THe AUTOMOBILE: 

Sir:—Will you kindly inform me what 
should be the bore and stroke of a four- 
cycle double-cylinder engine to develop 
8-hp. at 500 r. p. m., and what should be 
the dimensions for a 12-hp. two-cylinder 
engine running at 400 r. p. m., also the 
dimensions of the valves? These will be 
vertical engines, cranks on same throw. 

L. A. 








Hamilton, Ont., Oct. 9. 


For the first engine, the product of the 
stroke and the square of the bore, or D?L, 
should be about 135. This would give, 
say, 4 3-4 inches bore by 6 inches stroke, 
or 4 1-2 inches bore by 6 3-4 inches stroke, 
according to convenience. The latter 
ratio will be slightly the better as regards 
fuel economy. The inside diameter of the 
exhaust and inlet valve seats may be 1 3-2 
to 1 5-8 inches. 

For the second engine, D?L should 
equal 240. This indicates cylinder dimen- 
sions 5 3-4 by 7 1-4 or § 1-2 by 8 inches. 
The inside valve diameter should be : 7-8 
inches, 


Let Tire Makers Answer. 


Editor Tuk AUTOMOBILE: 

Sir:—In your issue of October 3, En- 
durance Run Table, page 350, the Olds- 
mobiles entered are mentioned as being 
equipped with Diamond detachable tires, 
2 1-2 x 28, at a cost of $12.50 per tire. Is 
not this a mistake? They are listed in 
every catalogue that I have seen at $20 per 
tire. When the manufacturers compute 
the cost of mileage for tire wear the above 
will make some difference, if correct. 

C. J. Burcgss. 
Lawrence, Mass., Oct. 9. 


The cost, $12.50, is that stated in the 
data supplied by the Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, from which the table was compiled. 





Seeks Valve Sizes for Given Motor. 


Editor THe AUTOMOBILE: 

Sir:—Please give the sizes of the inlet 
and exhaust valves, respectively, of a 
2-cylinder éngine of 6 inches bore by 6 1-2 
inches stroke, to develop 20-horsepower, 
also dimensions of crankshaft for same. 

W.S. D. 
Syracuse, N Y., Oct. 5. 


The above engine should develop 20-hp. 
at 680 to 7oo revs. per minute. The 
velocity of the exhaust gases, calculated 
from the mean piston speed without 
reference to their pressure just before the 
valve is opened, should be about 80 feet 
per second through the valve. Calling 
the piston speed 740 feet per minute or 12.3 
feet per second, which is equal to 80 
divided by 6 1-2, it is evident that the 
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area of the valve opening will be equal to 
the piston area divided by 6 1-2. As the 
latter is 28 1-4 square inches, the valve 
area will be 4.35 square inches, which is 
about the area of a 2 3-8 inch circle. This 
then should be the inner diameter of the 
valve seat. The lift of the exhaust valve 
should be about one-fourth of its diameter, 
or 5-8 inch in this case. 

The inlet valve, if cam-lifted, may be 
the same size as the exhaust valve, but 
with a smaller lift—about 1-2 inch If 
opened by suction, it should be large 
enough so that if it is placed over the 
exhaust valve the latter may be taken out 
through the inlet valve port when the latter 
valve and its casing are removed. Two 
and one-half inches would be a good size, 
or even 2 3-8. It should be made very 
light, and its lift should not exceed 1-4 or 
5-16 inch. 

We could give no sizes for the crank- 
shaft without knowing the use for which 
the engine is built. Its diameter should 
be 2 1-4 to 2 3-8 inches, and the crank pin 
should be the same diameter or a little 
larger. 


Pertinent Questions on Insurance. 


Editor Tut AUTOMOBILE: 

Sir:—Will you kindly state through 
your usual column how near a portable 
auto-house, such as is advertised in your 
publication, may be placed to a residence 
without affecting the insurance? Also, How 
far away a buried gasoline tank must be? 
How near a fence may the auto-house be 
put to be within the restrictions of the 
fire ordinance of Greater New York? 
Would an iron fence alter the ruling? I 
find that many friends of mine would like 
their “‘hobbies’’ in the back yard, but are 
afraid of insurance complications. One 
friend doubled his insurance rate by 
attaching an auto-shed to his house. He 
did this to evade the clause in his deed 
which restricted the building on his lots 
“to more than one building.”” Has any 
New York court ruled on the placing of 
a portable auto building on property 
restricted to “‘one building?’ If we subur- 
banites could feel quite sure about our 
rights in the above matters, I am sure 
there would be a boom in the business of 
your advertisers in this line. 

G. E. P. 
New]Y ork, Oct. 8. 


Repair Shop in Mexico. 
Editor THe AUTOMOBILE: 

Sir:—You will render a great service to 
the automobilists of this country by en- 
couraging some enterprising concern in the 
United States to come and establish in this 
city a regular garage and repair shop for 
automobiles. There is an ample field for 
the right party. If any one would come 


here who would be perfectly acquainted 
with all kinds of autos, people would not 
be timid in regard to repair bills as they 
are at present, owing to the high rates they 
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charge here. Moreover, a good garage 
and repair shop conducted in a business-like 
manner would greatly add to the facilities 
for selling a greater number of machines. 

P. O. Box 878. 
City of Mexico, Oct. 5. 


Cost of Yearly Keep. 


Editor THe AUTOMOBILE: 

Sir:—Please inform me through your 
columns as to the average annual expense 
of maintaining a gasoline automobile of 
10 or 12 hundred pounds weight, same 
making an average mileage of four or five 
thousand miles per year. 

In selecting a gasoline motor for an 
auto, would you give preference to the 
double opposed type or the single cylinder, 
the engine being rated as eight hp. in each 
case, and why? 

W. A.W. 
Gallatin, Mo., Sept. 30. 


The cost of keeping a motor carriage 
depends too much on the particular ma- 
chine and the particular user to admit of 
even an “‘average’’ estimate. However, a 
man of sufficient mechanical tastes to 
understand and not abuse his machine 
may keep a runabout of good construction 
for an annual cost not exceeding that of a 
horse and carriage, first cost, depreciation, 
and repairs all being counted. 

Between two horizontal motors, both 
reliable, the double cylinder motor would 
be preferable as giving less vibration. If 
the reliability and general character of the 
motors is unknown, the single cylinder one 
will probably be safer. A vertical single 
cylinder motor of 8-horsepower will often 
have too much vibration for comfort. 





GERMANS WILL LAY DUST WITH 
« WESTRUMITE.” 


Germany again comes to the fore with an 
improvement in the interest of automo- 
bilism. This time our Teutonic cousins 
have a dust preventer that, if all that is 
claimed for it proves true, should be of the 
greatest value to the advancement of the 
motor car industry, since by keeping down 
the dust the additional handicap of public 
displeasure will also be suppressed. 

The municipal councils of Frankfort and 
Dresden have been making very exhaustive 
tests with “‘westrumite”’ to keep down the 
dust on macadam streets and boulevards, 
and, as a result of these experiments, have 
adopted this new means of road improve- 
ment. 

“‘Westrumite” is the invention of a 
Berlin chemist, by name Van Westrum, 
who .was practically compelled to abandon 
his home on the highway in the outskirts. 
of the city by reason of the dust raised by 
passing automobiles, and who set to work 
to find a remedy. Being a determined 
worker, he was successful, discovering his 
remedy in a preparation of petroleum and 
ammonia, which is soluble in water. 
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Five per cent. of “‘westrumite,’’ it is 
claimed, added to 95 per cent. of water, is 
sufficient to effectually lay the dust on an 
average macadam road, and it is said that 
once the road is treated it will not require 
another application for a period varying 
from two to four weeks, according to the 
amount of traffic. 

No special machinery is required for 
treating a road with ‘“westrumite,” an 
ordinary sprinkling wagon being all that is 
necessary, and it is not necessary to close 
the road during its application. It re- 
quires only three or four hours of dry 
weather following the application, and, of 
course, while still wet the less traffic the 
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JAMES B. DILL’S INTERESTING TOUR 
TO RANGELEY LAKES, MAINE. 


Special Correspondence. 

NorTHAMPTON, Mass., Oct. 4.—James 
B. Dill arrived in this city two weeks ago 
on his way back to his home in East Orange, 
N. J., after a 1,300-mile automobile trip 
among the mountains and lakes of north- 
ern New England. His journey has been 
one of the most interesting and difficult 
ever undertaken by an amateur automo- 
bilist. Mr. Dill is a veteran sportsman as 
well as automobilist and made the trip in 
part to show what could be done with the 
mechanical vehicle in the distant byways 
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The ride from West Warren was over one 
of the most picturesque roads I have seen 
in this country. There is only one serious 
obstacle to this short-cut from Boston to 
Lenox, and that is the big hill known as 
Jacob’s Ladder between Chester and Beck- 
et, which gave me trouble on the way out.” 

Leaving the Rangeleys, the party 
journeyed into the Dead River region and 
followed for many miles the route of 
Benedict Arnold on his march to Quebec. 
The northernmost point on the trip was 
Flagstaff. In this region few of the natives 
had ever seen an automobile. They 
watched its approach with wonder and 
fled in terror when it came close. In the 





ARRIVAL IN BOSTON OF JAMES B. DILL AND PARTY, OF EAST ORANGE, N. J. 


better. After this, it is claimed, rain has 
the effect of improving the surface. 

The first cost of treatment of a thirty-foot 
road is said to be less than $50 per mile, 
and subsequent treatments will cost about 
half that amount. The effect of continued 
application is cumulative, and the road im- 
proves considerably. The material is said 
to be a disinfectant, it prevents mud as 
well as dust, and, consequently, a large 
amount of wear and tear. It is non-in- 
flammable and non-poisonous, and it does 
not stain the clothing if it should be 
splashed upon a motorist from his driving 
over a freshly-treated road. 


where supplies are difficult to get and poor 
roads are the rule. On the arrival of the 
party in Boston, Mr. Dill’s two daughters, 
who made the trip with him, returned 
home by rail and Mr. Dill started out to 
explore a new route from that city to the 
Berkshires, not down in the guide-books. 

“On my outward journey,” he said, “I 
was much taken with Northampton as a 
stopping place, and thought a good deal of 
travel might be saved by cutting out the 
detour to Springfield, I therefore left 
the established route when I reached West 
Warren and,came to this city by way of 
Belchertown, South Amherst and Hadley. 


vicinity of North New Portland they came 
across an old farmer who can testify that 
automobiles can sometimes be used to 
advantage. The party had come to a 
bridge and found the road barred by a 
load of hay. 

“Just swing out a little and let us pass,” 
suggested Mr. Dill. 

The farmer responded with a volley of 
invective against the automobile breed. 
Then Mr. Dill saw that the load was stuck 
fast in the mud. 

“‘Let’s smoke and talk it over,”’ said Mr. 
Dill, handing him a cigar. The farmer 
mellowed. 








we 
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‘“Say,’’ he ventured, ‘‘you ain’t a bad 
feller. 


you will come to a shallow place where you 


Just follow up stream a piece and 


can cross without trouble.” 

This was done, while the farmer made a 
further ineffectual attempt to start his 
load 

‘“‘Let’s try the automobile,” shouted 
Mr. Dill. A rope was made fast to the 
wagon and then to the largest auto in the 
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A Tour of Owasco Lake. 


BY W H. COE, Jr. 


When General Sullivan was sent with 
troops into the heart of the Six Nations to 
chastise them for their assaults upon the 
early settlers, he found the Indians living 
in a beautiful well watered country, amid 














BAGGAGE WAGON FOLLOWING J. 
party. The load gave a lurch and was 
drawn out of the hole and over the bridge. 
Mr. Dill drew the load up a succession of 
The farmer was 
so grateful that he insisted on the whole 


hills to the farmhouse. 


party taking supper at his house 

The party ran down along the Maine 
Coast to Portland and took an inland road 
to Boston 


on the trip and made more than 2,000 


Mr. Dill carried two cameras 
exposures. The photographs will be placed 
in an album. He is an active member of 
the A.C. A., and will make a careful report 
of his journey, to be used in the revision 
of the Automobile Blue Book. 


To Assess Remington Stockholders. 


Justice George W. Ray, in the United 
States Court at Auburn, N. Y., on Tuesday 
of last week, in answer to a petition by 
George E, Dennison, as attorney foe L. N. 
Southworth, trustee of the bunkrupt 
Remington Automobile and Motor Com- 
pany, for an order to assess all the stock- 
holders for a balance alleged due on the 
stock, decided that it would be necessary 
for him to hear the facts in the matter, and 
set November ro as the day for the hearing, 
in Utica. He also ordered that the books 
and papers of the bankrupt company be 
submitted to the inspection of the inter- 
ested parties by the 5th of November. 


B. DILL IN HIS EXPLORATIONS, 


cultivated gardens and orchards, the like 
of which few had ever seen before. The 
world at large was quick to appreciate the 
scenic beauties of the Central New York 
region, and many of our novelists have 
since woven into their pages descriptions 
of local scenes upon the beautiful lakes and 
waterways of this noted region. 

Of the six or more larger lakes in this 
country it is a matter of personal choice as 
to which is the most beautiful. Lake 
Owasco lies about three miles south of 
Auburn, and during nearly the entire trip 
around it is either fully or partly in the eye 
of the traveler. To one who hastens, a few 
hours are sufficient for the circuit; but an 
entire day can easily be spent in inspecting 
the many glens and beautiful nooks en 
route. 

This trip the writer made not long ago. 
From Auburn a smooth boulevard stretches 
southward nearly to the lake. On reach- 
ing the latter, we turned to the right, and 
from a slight elevation a long view of the 
lake presented itself, stretching out of 
sight in the distance southward, both shores 
dotted with summer cottages. Of all the 
lakes of the State with which I am ac- 
quainted, this is the most popular with 
Onward to Wyckoffs Station 
the fcad follows the shore closely and 
in many places but a few feet intervene. 
Here the cameras came into play and we ob- 


campcrs. 


tained many good pictures. At Wyckoffs, 
a long, steep hill leads to the uplands. 
The machine, though of light weight, 
climbed it steadily, and we were then at 
the top of a bluff commanding a view of 
the lake for miles in each direction, with the 
broad slope of the opposite bank about two 
miles away. 

The road southward for some miles is 
relatively less interesting, for sight of the 
lake is lost; but at the head of the lake we 
had again to make frequent stops with our 
cameras, for such views are worth coming 
long distances to see. From here we 
wound downward by a tortuous road, 
which is quite steep in places, to the beach, 
where is located a summer hotel and the 
station of Cascade. In fact, the grade is 
so steep in places that I would advise 
tourists contemplating the trip to avoid the 
ascent of the hill unless their car has very 
strong hill-climbing powers. This can 
easily be done by taking another road, or 
by following the trip in the direction 
which we took. 

We had planned to have our dinner at 
the Cascade House, but found it unoc- 
cupied except by campers. There is, back 
of the hotel, a deep glen and falls which 
have much local repute; but, as we were 
both hot and hungry, we started on for 
Moravia. As we afterwards learned, we 
passed, a few miles south of Cascade, a 
glen and falls of greater size and rugged- 
ness than the one at the former place; but 
they are not seen from the road in passing. 

Reaching Moravia, we stopped at the 
hotel for dinner. Soon afterward we found 
in town a doctor acquaintance who told us 
that there were some fine views to be had 
along Dry Creek, about a half-mile beyond 
the village. The stream well deserves its 
name, for there is no water in it at this 
season, although at times it becomes a 
raging torrent. High up in the defile we 
found a small stream of water, but it soon 
lost itself in the sand in the flat country. 
The wide valley here has an abrupt side, 
and into this we penetrated along fhe dry 
bed. A little stream plunged over a fall, 
and in times past the water has under- 
mined a large portion of the rock, until a 
deep bowl has been worn away. 

Our friend advising us of views above 
the falls, we took a short route by a hard 
climb up the precipitous banks, hand over 
hand among the shrubbery. The scenes 
above the fall well repaid our labors. The 
stream can be followed for a long distance 
over shelving rock with dark pools, and 
glistening cascades, winding in and out 
with ever-changing beauty. But time 
was passing and -we had to return. We 
left our friend in town and started for- 
ward. On our way through the town we 
passed a gray-bearded farmer driving a 
sleepy-looking horse. Our looks he evi- 
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dently took for a challenge, for he grinned 
broadly and suddenly shook the reins over 
his horse’s back. The horse had as much 
latent youth as its driver, for it sprang 
forward with a bound and we raced it 
neck and neck down the main street of the 
village. For a few blocks the animal kept 
pace, but flesh has its limitations and he 
soon dropped out of the race. 

During the entire return trip the lake is 
in view much of the time across intervening 
fields. Some few miles farther on we 
passed the last hill of any consequence on 
the trip. This is short, but of a quite 
steep pitch. At the foot is High Bridge, a 
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springing along as vigorously as when we 
started forty-one miles before. 

While I have lived in these parts many 
years and supposed myself well acquainted 
with the attractions of the lake, I was sur- 
prised to discover this trip to surpass any- 
thing I had been told about it, and I can 
recommend it for automobilists who appre- 
ciate other pleasures than those of road 
traveling alone. 


Gutta-Joolatong in Tires. 


More than 50,000,000 pounds of india- 
rubber, valued at more than $30,000,000, 
Was imported into the United States last 
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now 


tires. So great is demand that the 
East Indies called upon for 
several million pounds annually of ‘‘gutta- 
joolatong,”’ a comparatively new material, 
which may be utilized as a substitute or in 
conjunction with India rubber. It is a 
product of the East Indies, chiefly the 
island of Borneo, located not far from the 
Philippines, and in the form in which it is 
imported is described as ‘‘whitish in color, 
looking something like marshmallow candy, 
smelling strongly of petroleum, and oxi- 
dizing on exposure to the air, becoming 
hard.” It is not a substitute for gutta- 
percha or India rubber, 


are 


but is used 





SCENERY AROUND OWASCO LAKE, CENTRAL NEW YORK—From a Tour Made by W. H. 


ong, iron structure over a deep gorge. I 
feared that the steep incline at the end of 
the bridge might present to my machine 
some difficulty in climbing, so rushed the 
bridge and ascent at full speed and was 
gratified to find myself half way to the top 
before it was necessary to use the hill- 
climbing gears. From here onward our 
journey was uneventful except as a con- 
tinuation of previous variety of ever-chang- 
ing scenery. We approached town with a 


feeling of satisfaction that, while we were 
tired, 


comfortably our iron horse was 





year. In 1890, the quantity was only 
33,000,000 pounds; in 1880, 16,000,000; in 
1870, 9,000,000, and in 1862, the earliest 
date at which it was separately shown in 
the import statements, was only 2,125,561 
pounds. This very rapid growth in the 
importation of crude India rubber is, of 
course, due to the great increase in its use 
in manufacturing, particularly in tires 
for vehicles. Over $100,000,000 worth of 
manufactures from India rubber are now 
turned out from the factories of the 
country, and a good portion of this is in 


Coe. 


chiefly as a filler in manufactures of India- 
rubber gum, and gutta-percha. The impor- 
portation of this newly developed aid in 
the manufacture of India rubber amounted 
to fourteen million pounds in 1903 
Topeka, Kans., is to have an auto- 
mobile storage and repair station running 
full swing by the first of November. The 
livery is to be in charge of W. B. Cun- 


ningham, and the Topeka Automobile 
Club will have quarters in the same 
building 
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A Huge Racing Car Transformed. 


Since the tendency to keep all, even the 
most powerful, automobiles within the 
weight limit of 2,200 lbs, began to spread 
the difference in construction details of 
racing cars and touring cars has become 
more effaced. An instance of this inter- 
changeability is furnished in a communi- 
cation from C. S. Rolls & Co. of London. 
They write in substance as follows: 

“We are taking the liberty of send- 
ing you herewith a photograph of His 


Grace, the Duke of Manchester on-his 8o0 





Cc. S. ROLLS IN 80-HP. 


horsepower racing Mors car, which he has 
recently purchased from the head of our 
firm, the Hon. C. S. Rolls. A luxurious 
Roi des Belges tonneau has now been 
fitted onto this car, which, it will be re- 
membered, won the following prizes 
recently: It took second prize in the 
Class K flying kilometer at Phoenix Park, 
Dublin, winning the silver medal and the 
£40 cup offered by the Automobile Club 
of Great Britain for a special match with 
Mr. Hutton’s 60-horsepower 1903 type 
Mercedes; it also won, among other things, 
the cup presented by the Corporation of 
Cork for the two-mile race at Cork. beat- 
ing three Mercedes cars, and the cup pre- 
sented by the County of Kerry for the hill- 
climbing handicap and speed ditto. 

‘““The same car, driven by Mr. Rolls, also 
established the world’s record for the 
kilometer at 82.84 miles an hour at Wel- 
beck, being at that time fitted with a 
boat-shaped body, and was one of the 
competing cars in the Paris-Vienna race, 
having done the fastest measured time 
over a portion of that race. 

‘‘The second photo which we enclose is 
of the same car as it appeared during the 
Irish fortnight. 

‘We take the opportunity of giving you 
a few particulars of our business. Among 
our clients we have the honor to include 
The Duke of Sutherland, 
the Duke of Manchester, Lord Llangattock, 
Lord Lord Grenfell, Viscount 
Clifden, Earl Cowley, Lord Willoughby de 


the following: 


Brassey, 
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Eresby, Lord Dalmeny, the Hon. Sir 
Swinfen Eady, Judge of the High Court; 
Capt. Arthur Hill, M. P.; Sir James Blythe, 
Sir Thomas Lipton, Leopold de Rothschild, 
Esq., and others, having supplied cars to 
the greater number of these. 

‘‘In our repair department we have had 
over forty cars of various makes in for 
repairs during the last month.” 


Columbia Cars to Enter Races. 
The Electric Vehicle Company, Hartford, 


Conn., recently stripped one of its 24- 


horsepower Columbia gasoline touring 





MORS RACING CAR. 


cars for racing, removed the change speed 
gears, leaving the drive direct connected 
on the high speed, and driven by Frederick 
A. Law, it was tried out on the Charter Oak 
mile track. Law drove several miles at 
about a 1:20 clip in order to get accus- 
tomed to the track, then he gave the 
signal to the timers and went the circuit 


of the track in 1:1rs flat. When it is con- 





DUKE OF MANCHESTER IN 80-HP. 
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sidered that it had rained on the track the 
day before, and that Law was not accus- 
tomed to driving at such a rate of speed, the 
time may be considered as remarkably good. 
Law slowed down perceptibly on the 
turns and held the pole all the way around. 
He stated that the car was capable of 
much faster time, but he was afraid to let 
it out. During the winter a racer is to 
be built at the company’s Laurel Street 
factory of greater horsepower and on the 
same lines as the cars designed by Law 
With this car the company will 
enter the racing game, and expects to give 
the best of them a good run for the honors. 
It is not known whether the car will be 
completed in time for the Florida speed 
trials or not. 


MILITARY SUBJECT TO CIVILIAN AUTO- 
MOBILE REGULATIONS. 


The commanding officer at the United 
States Signal Corps post at Fort Myer, Va., 
under present army regulations has occa- 
sion at times to send a military automobile 
into Washington and to other points in the 
performance of public duty. This auto- 
mobile is run sometimes by one enlisted 
man of the Signal Corps and sometimes by 
another, there being a number of men in 
the corps who are expert operators. The 
question arose as to whether these men shall 
be examined as to their proficiency and the 
machine numbered, under the new auto- 
mobile regulations of Washington. 

Major George Scriven, the acting chief 
signal officer, sent a communication to the 
Commissioners, pointing out particularly 
that it would be tantamount to forbidding 
the use of automobiles by the army if every 
driver were required to submit to mun- 
icipal examination. He stated that the 
Signal Corps automobile is regularly used 
in the District of Columbia and corporate 
towns in this vicinity while repairing the 


this year 


MORS RACING CAR TRANSFORMED. 
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military telegraph lines to Fort Washing- 
ton and in performing other public duties. 
These machines were likewise used at New 
London, Conn., and other points in New 
England last year, at Fort Riley, Kans., 
and this year at Portland, Me., the driv- 
ers being enlisted men and subject to 
change from day to day. 

Commissioner West considered the rea- 
sons set forth by Major Scriven excellent 
ones, and recommended to his associates 
the adoption of an order exempting the 
military motorists from the police regula- 
tions which direct the numbering of ma- 
chines and the licensing of operators. 

This order caused much dissatisfaction 
among automobilists generally, and was 
quickly rescinded upon the advice of the 
corporation counsel, who rendered an 
opinion advising against any discrimina- 
tion in the application of laws intended to 
insure public safety. 

As a result of. this opinion, the Com- 
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE ELDREDGE 
1904 RUNABOUT, 


The new model of this attractive runa- 
bout bears aclose family resemblance to the 
1903 model, described in THE AUTOMOBILE 
for April 4, but it embodies several changes 
of detail, notably in the engine, as well as a 
new body design. 

The four small cylinders, opposed hori- 
zontally in pairs, of this year’s car have 
given place to two, similarly arranged and 
running at a slightly higher speed. The 
cylinder heads are cast integral with the 
cylinders, instead of being screwed on as 
before, and the inlet and exhaust valves 
are on opposite sides. Both sets of valves 
are mechanically opened, and both are 
covered by removable plates, giving access 
to the valves. Compression taps are 
screwed into the plates over the exhaust 
valves, and the spark plugs are similarly 
located over the inlet valves. Ignition is 
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of the body, as before, and a multiple disc, 
Weston type of friction clutch, is bolted to 
the flywheel. The sprocket pinions on the 
other end of the engine shaft give connec- 





MECHANICAL LUBRICATOR, 


tion to the starting crank and the circulat- 
ing pump respectively. From the clutcha 
short sprocket chain runs down and for- 
ward to the first shaft of a sliding gear 
speed change similar to that used before. 
These gears give three forward and two 





LEFT SIDE OF ELDREDGE ENGINE. 


missioners have notified the Signal Corps 
officers that the operators of government 
automobiles in Washington must comply 
with the law in every respect as regards 
the operation of the machines. 


TWO DAYS’ PROGRAM OF RACES IN 
GEORGIA. 


The Macon Fair Association, Macon, Ga., 
will hold a two days’ automobile race meet 
on October 22 and 23; cash prizes to the 
amount of $1,000 are offered. The track 
is forty-five feet wide, has easy curves, no 
grades, the surface is hard, and it is one 
lap to the mile. Following is the prelimi- 
nary schedule of the races: 

First Day, October 22.—One mile, best 
two in three, for steam machines; ten 
miles, for cars weighing 500 to 3,000 
pounds; motorcycle race, miles; five- 
mile, best two in three, for buckboards; 
five miles, free-for-all, stock machines; 
members Macon Automobile Association 
only, one mile heat to qualify the winners 
in one-mile final for Powhatan trophy cup. 

Second day, October 23.—Motorcycle 
miles; five miles, gasoline cars 
under 1,500 pounds; five miles, free-for-all, 
handicap; steam vs. gasoline, between two 
machines making best time in qualifying 
race of day before; professional races free 
for all. 














race, 


by jump spark, as before, but separate 
coils are used, no attempt being made this 
year to commutate the secondary current. 
As the cuts shows, the primary distributer 
has one cam and two contact springs (not 
tumblers), and is covered by a glass front 
through which the action within is clearly 
visible. Magnetic vibrators on the coils 
afford a succession of sparks at each con- 
tact. 

The engine lies fore and aft in the back 


ELDREDGE SLIDE GEAR TRANSMISSION. 


reverse speeds, the drive being direct on the 
high gear and the secondary shaft not 
turning. The large gear A on the first 
or sprocket shaft is fast on a sleeve which is 
loose on the shaft and keyed to the sprocket 
pinion at its leftend. The other two gears 
slide on a feather, and the larger has clutch 
teeth on its side which engage correspond- 
ing teeth on gear A. This gives the direct 
drive. For the first and second speeds the 
drive is from one or the other of the smaller 
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gears to gear B or C, and from pinion D to 
A. In the high gear, D is shifted to the 
left until it is out of mesh. The smaller 
pinion on the secondary shaft meshes 
with an intermediate to give the reverse. 
The gears are drop-forged and case-har- 
dened, and are of liberal size for their work. 

A spur gear differential is located near 


ELDREDGE FRICTION CLUTCH. 


the center of the live rear axle, which runs 
in self-oiling bronze boxes. Oil rings are 
not used, but instead small rollers pressed 
upward against the live axle by springs. 
The rollers dip into the oil, and turn with 
the axle, carrying oil to it constantly 
An emergency brake operated by a pedal 
acts on the differential drum. A service 
brake, acting on the clutch drum, is ap- 
plied by pressure to the toe on a treadle, 
heel pressure on which releases the brake 
and engages the clutch. The gears are 
operated by hand levers at the operator’s 
left side. 

Platform front and rear springs give very 
easy riding, and the wheel base is fairly 
long as well—68 inches. The wheels have 
30 by 3 inch Diamond single-tube tires. A 
special feature of the new car’s equipment 
is a positive feed mechanical oiler, which is 
illustrated herewith. It is operated by the 
engine, and of course feeds in proportion 
to the speed of the latter. The several 
feeds are adjustable, and a pressure gauge 
at the side indicates how the oil pump is 
working. 


American Runabout for the Antipodes 


The Olds Motor Works has just closed 
a contract for immediate shipment of 200 
Oldsmobile runabouts, together with 
tops, robes, and other fittings, to Ayers & 
Henry, of Melbourne, Australia. This 
order will be shipped direct by steamer 
and after arriving at Melbourne a part of 
the shipment will go to Sidney, and part 
to other Australian cities where Ayers & 
Henry are engaged in the Automobile 
business 

The Detroit factory of the Olds Com- 
pany is caring for this order as well as other 
orders for foreign shipments, while the 
Lansing factory is taking care of the home 
trade 

The duty and freight to Australia will 
add $225 to the selling price of the run- 
abouts. 

The New Zealand and Tasmanian trade 
will also be taken care of during 1904 by 
Ayers & Henry formerly of Chicago. 
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Banker Brothers’ Big Garage 
in Philadelphia. 


One of the largest and most complete 
automobile establishments in Philadel- 
phia is located at 629-633 North Broad 
Street, within ten minutes’ walk of the 
City Hall and convenient to the beautiful 
parks of the Quaker City. The building, 
which is of brick, is three stories high and 
covers a plot 77 by 130 feet. On the first 
floor are the office, salesrooms, storage 
room, washing stand for vehicles, dynamo 
room, chauffeurs’ room, engine room and 
scales for weighing automobiles. 

The second floor is devoted to repair 
shop requirements and a stock room, 
behind which is a space 75 by 77 feet that 
is used for the storage and care of electric 
carriages. 

The third floor is used exclusively for 
the storage of gasoline and steam vehicles 
there being sufficient accommodation for 











OFFICE OF THE GARAGE. 


150 cars. A large elevator of 4,000 
pounds capacity, on which the largest 
machines can be carried, connects the 
three floors. 

The general appearance of this estab- 
lishment, which is devoted exclusively to 
the business of the Banker Bros. Company, 
is shown in the accompanying illustrations 
of the front of the large building and of 














STREET VIEW BANKER GARAGE. 


the offices. The show rooms are neatly 
furnished and decorated with many 
pictures and a number of large palms. 
The business office is luxuriously furnished. 
The rooms on the ground floor are all 
finished in natural wood, including the 
woman’s waiting room, which has a private 
entrance, and is especially well furnished 
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and the walls hung with water-color 
pictures of automobile scenes. Men’s 
waiting rooms and wash rooms are con- 
veniently located near the locker rooms 
for patrons. 

The ground floor storage room has three 
large pits for inspecting vehicles from 











STORAGE AND SHOW ROOM. 


below, with electric lamps on flexible 
cords for illuminating the more inaccessible 
parts. To the rear of the building is the 
power plant or dynamo room, which is 
supplied with two gas engines, one of 
26-horsepower and the other, for night 
work, of 9-horsepower. These engines not 
only supply the power for running the 
elevators but drive a dynamo to generate 
current for charging and illuminating 
purposes. Fifteen electric vehicles can be 
charged at the same time, that number of 
rheostats being provided on a suitable 
switchboard. 

This garage, which is owned by the 
Banker Brothers Company, of Phila- 
delphia, New York and Pittsburg, in each 
of which cities they have well-equipped 
establishments is managed by George A. 
Banker, treasurer of the company. 


NEW GROWTH IN GARAGE BUSINESS IN 
CLEVELAND. 


Special Correspondence. 

CLEVELAND, Oct. 12.—The Acme Motor 
Car & Repair Company, composed of F. 
X. Franz and S. Levy, has opened a shop 
on Seeley Avenue, near Central Avenue. 
Mr. Franz is with the Sandusky Automo- 
bile Company, of Sandusky, while the 
latter was formerly with the Olds Company 
at Detroit. The shop will be carried on for 
experimental purposes and for general 
storage and repair work. The firm will 
act as local agent for the Sandusky. Mr 
Franz is now making his home in Cleveland 
and is trying out the first of the 1904 
models of the Sandusky. It has the 
general appearance of the 1903 model but 
is considerably heavier and is equipped 
with a 12-horsepower motor instead of a 
7-horsepower. 

The Automobile Garage & Repair Com- 
pany, whose establishment is located at 
the corner of Erie and Bolivar Streets, 
has secured additional space in the build- 
ing it occupies and is rearranging its 
quarters, making the showroom consider- 
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ably larger than heretofore and providing 
for a large and well-lighted machine shop, 
where the company propose to carry on 
experimental work and manufacture sev- 
eral specialties in the automobile line. In 
addition to handling the Peerless and 
Autocar lines, the company is negotiating 
for one or two other lines. It has arranged 
to handle supply parts for the Mercedes, 
Panhard, Renault and other foreign-built 
machines, and will cater especially to repair 
work on these cars. The company will 
act as agent for the Hoffman auto-canopy 
which is manufactured by the Jacob 
Hoffman Wagon Works of this city. 

W. N. Booth, who conducts a general 
sporting goods store at the corner of Payne 
Avenue and Willson Avenue, will open a 
new establishment directly opposite his 
present store shortly after the first of the 
year. The store will be fitted up as an 
automobile garage with repair department 
and space for stoarge. Mr. Booth had the 
agency throughout Northern Ohio for the 
Overland this year and sold twelve cars, 
four of them in Cleveland, which was all 
the supply he was able to secure. He is 
negotiating with several manufacturers 
for next season and is open for proposals. 


Pittsburg City License Squelched. 


Special Correspondence. 

PITTSBURG, Oct. 10.—Inquiry as to the 
whereabouts of the city ordinance that 
was to regulate the speed and require the 
licensing of automobiles brings to light 
the fact that it has found its way into a 
very deep pigeonhole. The bill was much 
discussed at the time it was presented, 
and it is said that a few of the councilmen 
are fortunate enough to own automobiles, 
so the bill is tied in the hands of the 
municipal finance committee. 

The Pittsburg Automobile Club, how- 
ever, is directly responsible for the very 
effective check that has been placed upon 
it. The club holds that the proposed 
ordinance is illegal, inasmuch as it con- 
flicts with the recent act regulating auto- 
mobiles passed by the State Legislature. 
The State law requires automobilists to pay 
a license fee to the county, and as the city 
is part of the county, it is claimed that it 
would be unlawful to require owners of 
automobiles to pay for more than one 
license. While the city now refuses auto- 
mobiles to have the regular vehicle license 
it cannot, it is thought, levy an addi- 
tional tax in the face of the act of the 
Legislature. 


Canadian Doctors to Build Autos. 

Toronto, Ont., is to have the pioneer 
factory for the manufacture in Canana of 
complete gasoline automobiles The 
Toronto Automobile Mfg. Co. is to build 
the factory. The directors believe that the 
automobile fever will strike Canada next 
spring, and think that with the 33 1-3 per 
cent. protection against American compe- 
tition they ought to establish a good pay- 
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ing business. Nearly all of the fifteen 
shareholders in the company are doctors. 


MAINE HUNTING GROUNDS REACHED 
WITH A TOURING CAR. 


Hunting parties are beginning to go to 
Maine by automobile. A. E. Morrison, 
of Boston, being, perhaps, the first auto- 
mobilist this season to go to the woods 
after big game. Mr. Morrison is a native 
of Calais, and is at the head of the Peerless 
Motor Car Company’s Boston branch. 
Accompanied by Mrs. Morrison, George 
E. Smalley and Harry Waters, he left 
Boston at 10 o’clock on Tuesday morning, 
September 29, in his touring car and drove 
to Portland by way of Exeter, South 
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stationary until the vehicle has passed 
safely. The penalty for fracturing this 
ordinance in any way is a fine of from $25 
to $100, or thirty days in jail. Last, but 
not least, the lone motorist is required to 
pay the city $25 for a license to run his 
car on the streets at all. 


Toll Refunded Motorists. 


Special Correspondence. 

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 12.—Not alone in 
the city, but in the country as well, is the 
Philadelphia motorist compelled to suffer 
extortion, the only apparent excuse for 
which is that old, time-worn one of ‘‘we 
need the money.’ The experiences of 
local automobilists on the Chestnut Hill 








A. E. MORRISON AND PARTY START FOR THE MAINE WOODS. 


Berwick and Kennebunk. The roads 
between the last named place and Bidde- 
ford, were found in wretched condition 
Portland was reached at 4:30 P. M., and 
the night was spent at Falmouth. On 
Wednesday morning the party left for 
Calais, first going to Bridgeton. 


Lone Motorist Bears Brunt of Law. 

W. J. West, of Rome, Ga., president of 
the Southern Banking and Trust Co., is 
staggering unassisted under an _ over- 
whelming automobile ordinance. Mr. 
West owns the only motor car in the city, 
and the city council has passed an ordi- 
nance for his especial restriction. Here- 
after he must content himself with a speed 
of six miles an hour within the city limits, 
must run’ on the left-hand side of streets 
running east and west and on the right- 
hand side of streets running north and 
south, or something of a like nature. He 
must stop when signaled by an occupant 
of a horse-drawn vehicle and remain 


and Spring House Turnpike is a case in 
point. This highway is controlled by the 
Philadelphia & Lehigh Valley Traction 
Company, whose tracks follow the line of 
the road, crossing from side to side no less 
than seven times, and making it decidedly 
unsafe for ordinary traffic. In the absence 
of rules, or in disregard of them, some of 
the toll-gate keepers scented ‘‘graft,’’ and 
began to charge automobilists twenty-five 
cents a mile Of course, the victims had 
to pay; otherwise, the gates would not be 
opened. Finally, the newspapers got hold 
of the thing, and several display head 
stories on the ‘“‘hold-up”’ brought matters 
to a head. The company hastened to 
announce that the twenty-five cent rate 
was not authorized and that the keepers 
guilty of collecting the overcharge had 
been discharged. The rate is now one and 
one-half cents a mile, and the victims have 
been informed through the dailies that on 
proving their claims the amount over- 


charged will be refunded 
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Digest of Foreign Periodicals 


True to their usage of observing the 
‘silly season” until all the summer charm 
of outdoor life has disappeared, the Euro- 
automobile press has lately had 
little to say on subjects whose importance 
would reach beyond local limitations. 
French papers have been full of accounts 
of automobile boat trials and actually 
imagine that the motor boat has been 
launched upon a new world career by their 
manufacturers. But, then, blissful igno- 
rance of what has previously been done in 
this and other countries is a specifically 
French characteristic and, besides being 
comfortable, is really a spur to energy and 
innovation. There are signs that even the 
American daily newspapers will accept the 
stunning French claim for priority in 
auto-boats at its face value, if it is only 
urged persistently and vociferously. 

The British papers have been busy with 
their Thousand-Miles Reliability Trials, 
which are reported at great length, but in 
text and pictures look decidedly tame in 
comparison with our transcontinental 
runs and our auto-swimming contest 
through the Catskills and further, now 
drawing to a close. In a general way the 
English reports of hill climbs and road 
troubles during those “‘trials’’ convey a 
distinct impression that the European cars 
have been at a standstill for some time, so 
far as progress in reliability is concerned— 
though they have probably advanced in 
comfort—while the lessons which we have 
learned to accept from them, combined 
with the chastening influence of our bad 
roads, have pushed American builders 
ahead at double-quick step to produce 
vehicles in which simplicity, economy and 
efficiency are united in a degree not yet 
fully appreciated by the world at large, or 
by ourselves. 


pean 


Combustion of Kerosene 


Henry Claudel figures in Le Chauffeur 
that gasoline costs 75 per cent. more than 
kerosene per horsepower produced. He 
holds that the principal reason why the 
combustion of explosive mixtures formed 
from kerosene as a basis has usually been 
imperfect, lies in a common misunder- 
standing of what the proportions of air and 
vapor should be. The vapor is usually 
diluted with too much air. With gasoline 
the proportion should be 12 cubic meters 
ot air to one kilogram of gasoline, but 
usually 20 to 24 cubic meters are used. 
Thirteen cubic meters should be the maxi- 
mum, he under all conditions of 
throttling. By extending the same prin- 
ciple to kerosene better results would be 
obtained. 


says, 


On Friction Drives 


In the Zeitschrift des Motorwagen 
Vereins is found an analysis of the results 
so far obtained by the disk-friction system 
for transmission of power in automobiles. 


The author of the article, Mr.von Schwenke, 
maintains that vehicles of the friction-disk 
type are particularly sensitive to over- 
loading and variations in load, and have 
proved much more practicable where level 
ground prevails than in hilly sections. 
The observations are mainly limited, 
however, to German cars in which one of 
the friction members is faced with leather. 


Radiator Patent Invalid 


Julius Kuester, a patent attorney and 
civil engineer in Berlin, in the subsequent 
issue of the Zeitschrift publishes a series of 
documents, mostly correspondence with 
the Daimler Motorengesellschaft, designed 
to show that the claims of this company 
to exclusive rights in the honeycomb 
radiator system cannot be maintained. 
He produces letters to show that the only 
patent protection which the law might 
uphold would be for the combination of a 
ventilating fan, protected by Gebrauchs- 
muster (design patent) and a honey- 
comb radiator composed of prismatic— 
triangular or rectangular—water channels. 
The principal protection existing for this 
cooling system, arises, says Mr. Kuester, 
from the high cost involved in producing it. 


Points for Improvement 


As the result of a study of the per- 
formances of the cars in the British 1,000- 
mile trials, The Autocar submits the fol- 
lowing list of points in construction still 
needing improvement: 

Metal to metal clutches run dry, so 
causing screaming, and making them 
rather fierce as well. 

Spring horns formed by carrying frame 
itself forward, somewhat too light, and 
subject to distortion. 

Radiators of the honeycomb type, leak- 
ing at soldered joints. 

Gear change levers sticking, and not 
working smoothly, and teeth not entering 
with sufficient lead. 

Brake and gear levers fouling one an- 
other, or too close for convenient handling. 
Friction-driven pumps not set true, 
causing end pressure, and set in a position 
where they are likely to be damaged on 
cars where a positively-driven pump in a 
better position is easily arranged for. 

No provision for greasing spring joints, 
lever spindles, etc. 

Chains running too close to tires. 


License Granted to a Deaf Mute. 


Special Correspondence. 


Wasnincton, D. C., Oct. 3.—The 
question as to whether a license and per- 
mit to operate an electric automobile 
should be issued to a deaf mute has just 
been presented to the automobile examin- 
ing board. After some consideration it 
was decided that the desired permit should 
be granted. 
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The applicant for a permit is a govern- 
ment clerk and passed the required exami- 
nation, but the board was at first undecided 
as to whether the permit should be granted, 
owing to the applicant’s affliction. The 
applicant was highly recommended by Dr. 
Gallaudet, of the Kendall Green Deaf and 
Dumb College, who wrote a letter to the 
District Commissioners giving it as his 
opinion that the applicant, though a deaf 
man, was thoroughly capable of managing 
an automobile, as he was a man of unusual 
intelligence and capacity, and would 
probably handle his machine with greater 
caution and more discretion than many 
persons who have all their senses. As it 
was fully shown that the applicant was 
thoroughly capable, the Commissioners 
ordered that he be granted a license and 
permit. 





Automobile Insurance Rates Fixed. 


The New England Insurance Exchange, 
in Boston, has declared itself upon the 
automobile as an insurance risk. The 
executive committee recommended an 
extra charge of 50 cents per $100 of insur- 
ance for buildings housing steam automo- 
biles using gasoline for fuel, and 25 cents 
per $100 for buildings used for cars using 
gasoline explosive engines, but after con- 
siderable discussion, it was finally decided 
to set the rate at 75 cents and 50 cents 
per $100 of insurance carried, respectively. 
This applies only to buildings where not 
more than three automobiles are stored. 
Where more than three are kept the build- 
ing is considered a special hazard and 
must be rated accordingly. 





Boy Knows His Car. 


The automobile examining board of 
Washington, D. C., has granted an opera- 
tor’s license to James O’Toole, a sixteen- 
year-old boy employed by the Automobile 
Storage and Repair Co. It was O’Toole’s 
case which brought up the question of age 
limit in the granting of automobile licenses. 
He appeared before the board and passed 
a most creditable examination, demonstrat- 
ing that he was capable of handling and 
operating all classes of automobiles,and ex- 
cept for his age was clearly entitled to an 
operator’s license. The corporation counsel 
having decided that the Commissioners 
have discretionary power in such cases, it 
was decided to give O’Toole a license. 





Standard Welding Company of Cleve- 
land asks THE AUTOMOBILE to correct the 
impression created by a headline in the 
issue of October 3, associating their electric 
welding process with electric furnaces. 
Their welding machines bear no resem- 
blance to a furnace of any kind. The 
president of the company is Charles W. 
Bingham and not William Bingham, as 
was stated. The company’s secretary is 
W. S. Gorton. 
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Automobile Fire Engines. 


After eight months’ trial, during which 
successful runs were made to sixty- 
two fires without an accident, the big au- 
tomobile fire engine owned by the city of 
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the basement. As soon as the engine reaches 
the street, the fire is lighted automatically 
under its own boiler, which generates suf- 
ficient steam for the run. At the fire the 
engine’s capacity is 1,450 gallons of water 
a minute. A separate vehicle, carrying 1,000 








“THE PRIDE OF HARTFORD.” 


Hartford was pronounced a great success. It 
is greatly admired by the public, who al- 
ways stop to gaze on it with awe as it 
rushes down the street and swings wide on 
the turns on its way to a fire. 

The machine was built by the locomo- 
tive works at Manchester, N. H., at a cost 
of $8,800. Its weight, when on the road, 
ready for action, is nine tons, but it is 
handled with ease. 

The engineer who has it in charge, and 
who formerly had charge of a horse-drawn 
engine, gives an estimate of the compara- 
tive cost of each as follows: The same size 
engine, requiring three horses, would en- 
tail an average monthly expense of $62. 
The cost of the automobile engine is $27 a 
month, including wear and tear and all 
needed repairs. 

The engine develops about 125 horse- 
power for propelling, with a boiler 10 feet 
high and 40 inches in diameter. The steam 
cylinders are 91-2 by 8 inches, and the 
pumps 5 3-4 by 8 inches. A water tank of 
100 gallons’ capacity is carried to feed the 
boiler while on the way to a fire. Cannel 
coal is used for fuel. The front wheels 
are four feet in diameter and the rear 
wheels five feet, the latter alone weighing 
900 pounds. All are built with wooden 
spokes and rim, and shod with tires of 
double thickness of iron. The steering 
wheel, 36 inches in diameter, .is connected 
with the fifth wheel by meshed gearing. 
Steel chains, running on recessed sprockets, 
are used for driving. 

On the road about 140 pounds of steam 
is carried for a speed of twenty-five miles. 
While the engine is at the station a pres- 
sure of 95 pounds is kept up in the boiler. 
This steam is generated in a large boiler in 


feet of three-inch hose, accompanies the 
engine. 

Hartford is probably the only city in the 
United States that has a self-propelled fire 
engine, hose cart, street sweeper, patrol 
wagon and ambulance. 
pA new German self-driven fire engine, 
which differs materially from the Man- 
chester type of machine, is shown in the 
second illustration. The entire mechanism 
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nearly touching the ground. The engine 
mounted forward of the boiler, is of vertical 
type, with usual link motion reverse. 
Other features are an A frame, or perch, 
bolted to the fire-box, the branches extend- 
ing to the front axle; wood wheels with 
metal hubs and shod with extra heavy 
solid rubber tires, the rear wheels being 
unusually large. Heavy brake drums are 
securely attached to the rear spokes, the 
brakes being actuated by a long hand lever 
or tiller. Steering is effected by means 
of a large hand wheel, turned by two men, 
while a third operates the brakes and rings 
a large alarm bell of locomotive type. 
Coal or coke, carried in a suitable box at 
the rear, is used for fuel. This novel 
vehicle is driven and operated by a crew of 
six men. 


Sue Race Promoters for Damage. 
Special Correspondence. 

ZANESVILLE, O., Oct. 8.—Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Biller, who were injured by Earl Kiser’s 
Mohawk racing car, when it bolted through 
the fence at the fair grounds, have brought 
suits for $5,000 damages each against the 
Muskingum County Fair Association, and 
other similar suits will follow, it is said. 
It is charged that the race promoters knew, 
or should have known that the machine 
was defective. ? 

Macadam Crusade for Newport. 

Mr. I. Townsend Burden, of Newport, 
R. L., is organizing a ‘‘macadam crusade” 
to bring about the improvement ofjthe 
country roads in the vicinity of Newport. 
The cottagers desire a good macadam road 
to be built from Newport through Middle- 








A GERMAN AUTO FIRE ENGINE. 


is mounted on or suspended from an angle 
iron frame, which supports a metal plat- 
form. The vertical boiler, of the usual 
fire engine type, is placed just forward of 
the rear axle. The fire box is very low, 


town and Portsmouth to Fall River, a dis- 
tance of eighteen miles. It is expected 
that Messrs. Alfred G. and Reginald 
Vanderbilt, who are large taxpayers in 
Portsmouth, will render valuable assistance. 








VOL. IX. 
Published Every Saturday 
by 
THE CLASS JOURNAL CO., 
Flatiron Building, Madison Square, 
NEW YORK CITY. 

Cable Address - - - - Autoland, New York 
Long Distance Telephone - 300 18th St., N. Y. City 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

United States, Canada and Mexico, One Year, $2.00 
Other Countries in Postal Union, - One Year, $3.00 

To Subscribers—Do not send money by ordinary mail. 
Remit by Draft, Post-Office or Express Money Order, 
or Register your letter, 


FOREIGN SUBSCRIPTION AGENTS: 


ENGLAND :—Iliffe & Sons, Limited, 3 St. Bride Street, 
Ludgate Circus, London E. C. 
FRANCE:—Boyveau & Chevillet, 22 Ruede la Banque, 
Paris, 
GERMANY:—A, Seydel, Mohrenstrasse 9, Berlin. 
tin hie 
To Advertisers—Copy or changes in orders for adver- 
tisements for the issue of the week following should reach 
us not later than Saturday. 
SS ee 


1903, by The Class Journal Company. 


o_____ 


Copyright, 


Entered at New York, N. Y., as second-class matter. 
sulle Ce Onde 


The Automobile is a consolidation of The Automobile 
(monthly) and the Motor Review (weekly). 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1903. 


FUTURE ENDURANCE RUNS. 

The first American endurance run, held 
from New York to Rochester, was mis- 
leading, partly because of the unusually 
adverse conditions and partly because of 
the with the operators of 
inferior machines evaded the penalty of 
these conditions by rebuilding their cars 
en route. 


ease which 


Its successor of last year marked 
the otherextreme. Useful as a demonstra- 


stration of motor reliability, it failed as an 


all-around test because it was too easy. 
The run just completed was intended to 

strike the happy medium between its two 

predecessors. It 


missed doing so, not 
primarily through any fault of plans or 
route, but because, instead of the expected 
autumn weather, its early stages were 
visited by the heaviest rainfall recorded in 
years. Because it seemed necessary to 
carry out the test “regardless of weather,” 
the story this similar to 
that of two years ago, with a bright 
chapter added by the remarkable per- 
formances of the which with- 
stood the kept their 
schedule. 


year is 


machines 
punishment and 


That such a run is not a fair test needs 
no argument. But what is a fair test? 
Two years ago, a suggestion that any con- 
ditions of road and weather which a horse 
could face might be unreasonable for an 
automobile would have been taken as a 
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confession of defeat. To-day we know 
better. In speed and endurance the auto- 
mobile is immeasurably the horse’s su- 
perior, but no improvement at present in 
sight promises to efface the difference 
between traction per rubber-tired wheels 
and traction per quadruped. The horse 
and the motor have each their own field. 
Sensible motorists know this, and stay at 
home when the roads are so muddy as to 
make driving a task instead of a pleasure. 
Why should the difficulties of an endurance 
run be conspicuously greater than those of 
ordinary touring? 

In a word, the conditions may properly 
include bad roads or bad weather, but not 
both. If, as in England, improved roads 
were the rule, to ignore the weather would 
be the natural course. But here a public 
test, to be of general interest, must be run 
on roads of the usual sort, and conse- 
quently, if the risk is not to be invited of 
its proving a test to destruction, the 
weather must be taken into account. 

With a fixed route and schedule, and 
with a considerable number of entries, it 
might be necessary to avoid stopping at 
small towns over night, on account of lack 
of accommodations in case of storm. On 
the other hand, there is much to be said in 
favor of abandoning the fixed schedule, 
and simply publishing the route and a list 
of available hostelries. This is virtually 
Mr. Scarritt’s proposal of a year ago, with 
reference to a run to St. Louis. It might 
to advantage be amended, as was suggested 
to us lately by Windsor T. White, by 
imposing separate minimum speed require- 
ments on touring cars and runabouts, say, 
fifteen and ten miles an hour average time. 
Then the contestants could suit themselves 
to the weather at discretion, and conges- 
tion at night controls, the dust nuisance, 
and many minor annoyances would be 
saved. 

Another change which seems almost 
necessary is one in the date. Aside from 
the sudden changes in weather to which 
the Fall season is liable, it is too cold for 
any but seasoned operators, and many even 
of these come from a prolonged run with 
colds or intestinal disturbances which 
would be wholly avoided by holding the 
run, say, in August. This, too, would 
mean that the result of the contest would 
influence sales of vehicles in the northern 
States during the remainder of the pleasure 
driving season—a point which is lost by 
the later date. 

>> 
TRACK RACING AS SPORT. 

One does not learn to expect, in the 
utterances of the average local newspaper, 
to find much of that mixture of penetra- 
tion and commonsense which we call 
philosophy. It is, therefore, pleasant to 
record an exception in the case of the 
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Post, which, apropos 
of the race meet lately held there, puts 
itself the question whether motor (track) 
racing is to be the “coming sport.” It 
answers the query in this wise: 


Perhaps thousands of persons who have never seen 
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the racing machines in actual competition will wish 
to witness at least one “‘big’’ race. Such a condition 
may result in securing spectators for a considerable 
number of exhibitions. After curiosity shall be 
gratified, it is not unlikely that attendance wil? 
dwindle. 

For, in spite of the human interest in contests 
where participation is coupled with danger, there 
cannot fail to be a sort of monotony about such 
affairs. Once the machines are started and doing 
their best,-there does not appear to the spectator 
to be anything which the chauffeurs can do to increase 
the speed. If two machines could be started and 
guided by their own apparatus around the track, 
each at its highest rate of velocity, the spectators 
would see in the exhibition nothing more than a test 
of the speed powers of rival mechanisms. In such 
a test there would be no sense of real sport. 

There is more than a grain of truth 
in this, which will be felt before many 
seasons have passed. Up to the speeds 
at which skidding begins, there is little 
for the driver to do on the track, and 
if he could do nothing at all, except steer, 
such races would soon lose their interest. 
The remedy is not to be found in higher 
speeds, since with skidding the danger 
begins, which is certain ultimately to call 
forth repressive measures. Within limits, 
high speeds will doubtless remain, and be 
facilitated by better banking, but to 
sustain public interest, the competition 
must be close enough to 
the personal factor supplied by the opera- 
tor’s skill. Though of a very different 
quality from the ‘‘staying power’’ of the 
horse or cyclist, it exists and may win or 
lose a race. 

In addition, it is much to be hoped that 
a way may be found to give the races the 
really vital quality of technical 
which they now lack. If a race can be 
made to show, or even to suggest, that 
the winning machine is not merely faster 
but better than its competitors, it will 
have an interest and a justification quite 
apart from any that can now be said to 
pertain to track competition. 

———_—»>-<._____ 


end weight to 


value, 


A Kansas City dentist announces to an 
expectant world that he has invented the 
long-looked-for turbine gas engine. This is 
interesting but not new. The turbine gas 
engine has been invented probably two or 
three hundred times, but somehow when 
built it neverseemstorun. The announce- 
ment of the Kansas City man~would be 
more impressive if it were not coupled with 
the statement that the turbine can be 
“attached to any buggy or carriage frame 
at small expense.’’ Of course it can. So 
can atrunk. But ! 

It is a stimulating thought, even if the 
comparison is not altogether fair, that the 
contestants, or some of them, in the en- 
durance run beat the trains between cer- 
tain points on the same route, and got to 
the night controls ahead of the officials and 
press representatives. If the automobile 
were deemed to compare unfavorably in 
point of reliability with any other vehicle 
whatever, it would certainly be thought 
to be with the railway train. And yet 
here was a railroad held up by washouts 
for the better part of a day, while the ad- 
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vance guard of motorists dodged gullies 
and forded streams, and pushed steadily 
and more or less merrily forward. Score 
one for the automobile! 
Seieaeass —_—~<> >_< wees 

Considering the relative value of car- 
riages and automobiles, it is just a little 
curious that so many owners of the latter 
conveyances treat them, in the matter of 
exposure to the weather, with a mere frac- 
tion of the care which they would bestow 
on the former. Business men will ride to 
their offices in their machines, and leave 
them (if they are permitted) in the street 
all day without even an oil cloth to protect 
them from the sun and rain. Or they will 
cem: home from a wet ride and leave the 
mud to dry on the body and bright parts. 
Then, when the hot sun has deteriorated 
the tires and cracked the varnish, or when 
the dried mud has left spots and rust and 
scratches on the finish, renewals are made 
at needless expense. An object standing 
motionless in the sun absorbs much more 
heat than when in motion, because in the 
latter case it changes sides now and then, 
and has an air current to cool it as well. 
An oil cloth or even a piece of cotton cloth 
would save its cost several times every 
season, where a machine is to be left in one 
spot for several hours. Perhaps, after all, 
the reason why such a cover is not more 
used is simply that it would invite atten- 
tion to the fact that the vehicle is obstruct- 
ing the street, in violation of the ordinances 
for such case made and provided. 

Seana 

The ‘‘number fever’’ is one of the latest 
things in automobiling. Some automo- 
bilists apply for licenses and numbers in as 
many different States as possible and then 
place the many numbering tags on their 
car, which leads the innocent bystander 
to believe he is gazing on a much-traveled 
tourist, when perhaps the man of the 
placarded car has never been outside of 
his own State. 





Chicago Motor Vehicle Co. Fails. 

Edwin A. Potter, President of the Amer- 
ican Trust and Savings Bank, Chicago, 
was appointed receiver for the Chicago 
Motor Vehicle Company on Tuesday, 
October 13, by Judge Kohlsaat, in the 
United Stats District Court. The liabil- 
ities are placed at $250,000 and the assets 
at $200,000. The Chicago company man- 
ufactured a line of gasoline passenger 
brakes and commercial vehicles, at Harvey, 
a suburb of Chicago, and employed a 
large force of men. The application of 
power was by the “‘Worth”’ friction drive. 
Secretary Shaw and other prominent men 
are said to be stockholders. 





The American Motor Coach Company, of 
Chicago, is looking for a Southern city with 
a good mileage of asphalt streets that may 
take kindly to public automobile cabs, 
coaches and transfer wagons. 
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LAST RUNS OF ENDURANCE 
CONTEST N. Y. TO PITTSBURG 


EIGHTEEN ARRIVE IN CLEVELAND 


Good Condition of Surviving Cars Shown by Fast 
Time for Longest Journey of the Test—Early 
Arrival Disturbs Arrangements for Festivities. 


Staff Correspondence. 

CLEVELAND, Oct. 13.—The cars began 
arriving here at 11.55 A. M.—the longest 
day’s run in the shortest time of any on 
the trip, made at an average rate of 
twenty miles an hour. “Although it was 
a fast run,” said one spectator, “the 
machines came in Stearns first’’-—on the 
authority of Louis Geyler. But the White 
5 was right with it, the two having come 
through all the 102 miles together from a 
start at the same hour. 

By 10.30 P. M., seventeen of the eigh- 
teen that left Erie by noon, had arrived, 
the only one still to come being Knox 24. 
Fetch and the Packard plunged into a 
mudhole and bent the front axle and broke 
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a steering knuckle, but got in at night. 
He will start early and stop at Warren, 
where repairs will be made. 

The unexpectedly early arrival of the 
contestants spoiled the plan of the Cleve- 
land Automobile Club members to run 
out along the road and meet the incoming 
cars. The proposed smoker to be given 
by the club to-night was also called off. 

The contestants came into town over 
Euclid Avenue, which was lined with 
cheering spectators. The roads were fair 
and level, with some good stretches 

A change in the garage was made, the 
machines being stored for the night at 
the old Central Armory instead of at the 
new White garages. 

A telegram from Bath announces that 
Rambler 17 had left yesterday in good 
working order, but “carrying a heavy 
observer and having tire trouble.’ 

At the Hollenden Hotel where official 
headquarters are located, the contesting 
drivers and observers are meeting many 
friends who have come here to see them 
and listen to the stories of the run. 


Contest Continued to Pittsburg. 


Youncstown, O., Oct. 14.—Sixteen 
machines left Cleveland between 7 and 
8.35 A. M. and arrived here between 11.42 
and 3.33, with Webb Jay in White car and 
F. B. Stearns respectively first and second, 
both out and in. Riker left at 10.55 and 
arrived at 5.30, and Dorris in St. Louis 
came in at 8.30, and Collier in Rambler 17 
at 9.30. Knox 24 is nearing Youngstown 
at 10 o'clock. Telegram from Cleveland 
reports Rambler 17 left there at 12.30, 
followed by Columbia 3 and two Fredonias, 
but none of these has yet reported here. 
It has been an ideal autumn day, but the 
clay roads have partially dried out, leav- 
ing them full of ruts and chug holes and 
lumpy and in places dusty. So the sixty- 
eight and a half miles, the shortest stage of 
the run, required three hours and fifty min- 
utes by the fastest cars. Stearns waited out- 
side of town twelve minutes, and yesterday 
forty minutes, to come in with a White. 
To avoid confusion, all times given in these 
reports throughout are eastern standard, 
just one hour later than central standard 
used in towns west of Erie and Pittsburg. 

By courtesy, Tom Fetch was permitted 
to pass through Warren, the home town of 
himself and his car, first. He received an 
ovation from his friends and townsmen 
Unfortunately the Fredonias, which have 
been steadily catching up, were unable to 
arrive here in their home town with the 
early ones. Cars are stored to-night under 
Market Street Viaduct in a roped enclosure, 
where for the second time in a week they 
could be seen by the public. Hotels here, 
even more than at previous points, are 
crowded. 

To-morrow will prove a difficult run over 


very hilly roads that are narrow and stony, 
while indications are that it may rain again. 
Word has been received from Pittsburg 
that the local club members wil] meet the 
contestants to escort them into town, and 
in the evening will give a theatre party and 
smoker in honor of the participants. 

Of the thirty-four starters from Wee- 
hawken there are now nineteen cars in 
Youngstown, four nearing here and the 
following out of the race, Holley, Phelps, 
Franklin 28, Olds 40 and White 4; while 
three Northerns, Haynes-Appersons 29 
and 31 and Knox 25 are still missing and 
not heard from. 


ASSOCIATION FORMED TO COMBAT 
SELDEN PATENT AND A. L. A. M. 


The preliminary steps toward forming 
an association of gasoline automobile and 
parts makers not included in the member- 
ship of the A. L. A. M., was concluded in 
New York during the week, and the work 
of perfecting the organization is being 
pushed forward as rapidly as possible. 
The association is known as the Indepen- 
dent Automobile Association of America. 

The slogan of the Independent Manu- 
facturers is, ‘‘We propose to stop intimida- 
tion and force a legal fight.’ If this 
avowed intention is carried into effect, it 
is probable that the twenty-eight manu- 
facturers of gasoline automobiles or parts, 
which, as members of the Licensed Asso- 
ciation have pledged themselves to stop 
infringement of the Selden patents, which 
is owned by George B. Selden, of Rochester, 
New York, and to which the association 
has the exclusive rights, will have an 
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opportunity to take action in the near 
future. 

The Independent Automobile Associa- 
tion has secured the legal services of 
Offield, Towle and Linthicum to defend 
its members, patent attorneys for Thomas 
B. Jeffery & Co., The Pullman Car Co., 
Armour & Co., and the American Biscuit 
Co. 

Mr. Offield was in New York during the 
week. When seen relative to the Selden 
patent situation, he said: 

‘‘We have been familiar with the Selden 
patent for many years and have expected 
to be in position to contest it sooner or 
later. Because of this we have accumu- 
lated a mass of information which I believe 
will invalidate it under any legal test in 
any court to which the patent may be 
submitted. I also believe that under any 
rightful construction that can be given 
and imposed upon this patent, no modern 
automobile construction of this day will 
be held to infringe it.” 

When asked if he thought the A. L. A. M. 
could secure and maintain control of the 
automobile situation, Mr. Offield replied: 

“No, Ido not. I believe that the mem- 
bers of the Licensed Association have 
assumed serious responsibilities and will 
lay themselves liable to drastic proceed- 
ings in the courts if they attempt to beat 
down and ruin the business of any auto- 
mobile manufacturer doing business out- 
side of their dictation and control.” 

“Why, we have been fighting patent 
” continued Mr. 
Offield ‘‘and this Selden patent is éasy as, 
compared with some of the bicycle patents 
that our firm successfully contested. 
Almost any one can remember the days 
when, as attorneys for the Gormully & 
Jeffery Mfg. Co., we met and finally de- 
feated the bicycle trust. We anticipate 
no such prolonged fight in the automobile 
business.” 

When asked for details regarding the 
formation and work of the Independent 
Association, Mr. Offield referred to Parker 
H. Sercombe, manager, on whose shoulders 
the work of organization has fallen. 

Mr. Sercombe said in part: 

“We have formed this association solely 
to protect the independent manufacturers 
against possible suits for infringement by 
the holders of the Selden patent. Manu- 
facturers, importers, parts and accessory 
makers and private owners will be included 
in the membership, and we shall pursue 
a vigorous policy in maintaining our 
rights.” 

In reply to further questions, Mr. Ser- 
combe took up an application blank, and 
referring to the terms printed thereon, said: 

“Members are required to pay an 
initiation fee of $200, and a monthly 
royalty of one-half of one per cent., figured 
on the total sales of the previous month, 
based on the selling price of the vehicles. 
Associate members are assessed an initia- 
tion fee of $100. They are entitled to 
defense but not to vote, and include users, 


cases from the beginning, 
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small dealers and sympathizers. In addi- 
tion to the initiatory fees, active and 
associate members are required to pay 
quarterly dues of $25, the initiation fee 
covering the dues for the first quarter. 

“In addition to the royalty and fixed 
charges, we have established a special 
fund for defense of our members to which 
any one may contribute, whether a mem- 
ber or not. 

“When our mission has been com- 
pleted we have agreed to return remaining 
funds pro rata to all the members.” 

During the interview Mr. Sercombe 
said that although there are 5,000 horse 
wagon makers in the United States, the 
A. L. A. M. maintained that thirty auto- 
mobile manufacturers could build enough 
motor cars to supply the demand for ten 
years. Continuing, Mr. Sercombe re- 
marked: 

“It looks to us as if the Selden patent 
had been kept in the patent office illegally 
for more than twelve years in order to 
absorb all the good things that might 
develop in the automobile trade.” 

When asked if Thos. B. Jeffery & Co. 
would become members of the Indepen- 
dent Association, Mr. Sercombe replied: 

“On that subject I have nothing to say, 
but you must admit that it is significant 
that Mr. Jeffery’s legal advisers are our 
attorneys too.” 

The Independent Automobile Associa- 
tion has secured offices in the nose of the 
Flatiron Building, New York, on the 
tenth floor. Parker H. Sercombe has 
been elected manager, and Chester C. 
Boynton, secretary-tresurer. The mem- 
bership committee includes H. C. Cryder, 
Moyea Automobile Co.; F. A. La Roche, 
American Darracq Co.; H. C. Robinson, 
Star Automobile Co.; P. H. Sercombe, 
Standard Motor Vehicle Co.; and J. R 
Chisholm. 


NUNEMAN IN DARRACQ_ DEFEATS 
OLDFIELD AT POINT BREEZE. 


Special Correspondence. 
PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 13.—Barney Old- 
field met defeat at the hands of Louis 
Nuneman in the five-mile free-for-all at 
the races at Point Breeze track here to-day. 
Nuneman, who drove F. A. La Roche’s 
40-horsepower Darracq, was Oldfield’s only 


opponent. In this race Oldfield used the 
40-horsepower Bullet III, which was 
wrecked at Detroit. He had beaten the 
Darracq with the same car in the previous 
race, and another victory was expected by 
the crowd. 

It was almost dark when Oldfield and 
Nuneman were given the word. The latter 
gained the advantage at the start and held 
his lead throughout the entire five miles. 
finishing about one hundred yards in 
advance of Oldfield, in 6.16 3-5. 

During the afternoon Oldfield drove a 
fifteen-mile exhibition in the Bullet II, 
Alexander Winton’s Gordon Bennett racer, 
in 17.08 1-5. In the Bullet III he drove a 


ten-mile exhibition in 12.20, and five miles 
in 5.53 3-5. In competition with Nune- 
man in the five-mile handicap, won by 
Edward Wilsle, Oldfield drove the smaller 
Winton car the distance in 6.15. There 
were six events, not including Oldfield’s 
exhibitions. The meet had been sched- 
uled for last Saturday, but had to be post- 
poned on account of the muddy condition 
of the track. 


POPE ATTACHES RUBBER COMPANY 
FOR LARGE CLAIMS. 


An attachment in favor of the Pope 
Manufacturing Company against the Rub- 
ber Goods Manufacturing Company was 
filed on assigned claims of the American 
Bicycle Company, on October 13. An 
agreement was made on November 8, 1889, 
by which the Rubber Goods Manufacturing 
Company was to pay to the American 
Bicycle Company an annual sum of 
$200,000 for five years, in settlement of a 
claim covering the purchase of the plants 
of the Hartford Rubber Works, the 
Indianapolis Rubber Company, the Peoria 
Rubber and Manufacturing Company, 
and stocks of other corporations. The 
amount due on November 8, 1902, was not 
paid and the recent suit was brought to 
collect it. President Chas. H. Dale, of the 
Rubber Goods Manufacturing Company, 
claims that his company cannot be held to 
a contract that has been transferred to the 
Pope Manufacturing Company. 








After the Chicago-Manhattan Record. 

President Charles W. Gray, of the 
Chicago Automobile Club, and his chauf- 
feur, J. A. Ellis, left Chicago on Tuesday 
morning, October 6, at 3 o’clock, in an at- 
tempt to reduce the Chicago-New York 
automobile record of seventy-seven hours. 
When three miles from Valparaiso, Ind., 
however they met with a mishap, and the 
car was damaged so that they had to return 
toChicago. Afreshstart wasmade at 3.30 
o’clock on Wednesday morning and good 
time was made to South Bend, Ind., they 
being less than a half-hour behind the 
record. The roads from there on were 
bad, however, and it soon became evident 
that Cleveland would be reached so late 
as to render it useless to continue. Again 
the men returned to Chicago, and, after 
waiting for the weather to clear up, a third 
start was made. The third attempt was 
started at 7 o’clock on Monday morning 
last and the men reached Cleveland at 
3 P. M. Tuesday, nearly ten hours behind 
the record. 





To Run Trolley Auto Stages. 


The General Electric Company, it is 
reported, is to experiment, through its 
Schenectady, N. Y., Railway manage- 
ment, with the German and French equip- 
ment of trolley automobiles. It is pro- 
posed to equip the improved highway 
from Latham’s Corners, through Loudon- 
ville, to the Northern Boulevard in Albany 
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with the necessary trolley feed wires, and 
to run over this road into Albany with 
the construction of any tracks. The 
trolley automobile will be supplied with a 
contrivance which will permit it to turn 
out of its direct course to allow the passing 
of other vehicles. 


General Company of Cleveland Revived. 


Special Correspondence. 

CLEVELAND, Oct. 12.—A deal has been 
perfected whereby the business of the 
General Automobile and Manufacturing 
Company will be continued, but with a new 
name and under new management. The 
new concern has been incorporated as the 
General Automobile Company, capital 
stock, $10,000; imcorporators; George 
Gaston, C. B. Lewis, Robert T. Gage, H. 
G. Roesch, and Clayton K. Fauver. The 
entire assets of the old company were sold 
at trustee’s sale a few days ago to G. A. 
Gaston and others. Mr. Gaston was the 
former treasurer of the old company, and 
he’ will continue in the active management 
of the new business. Associated with him 
will be J. A. E. Dickson, who was superin- 
tendent and designer for the old company. 
The company has about twenty-five cars 
in advanced stages of construction, and 
these will be finished up and sold, and a 
new model for 1904 is now being designed. 

The General Automobile Company was 
re-incorporated in Cleveland on October 9, 
the object being to conduct an automobile 
storage and repair business. 


COUNTY AND CITY LICENSE BOTH 
EXACTED BUT NOT PAID. 


Special Correspondence. 

Kansas City, Oct. 10o.—City License 
Inspector Benjamin E. Sylvester, recently 
started a campaign to inforce the city ordi- 
nance requiring the owners or operators of 
automobiles to buy licenses from the city 
for their machines. Mr. Sylvester’s books 
shows that less than thirty operators of 
automobiles have taken out city licenses, 
and as the inspector believes that there are 
at least 100 automobiles in use in the city, 
he requested the chief of police to give out 
an order to policemen to arrest the drivers 
of all automobiles seen on the streets 
without a license tag 

Inspector Sylvester inadvertently stum- 
bled over a rather knotty problem, how- 
ever. The Matthews automobile bill, 
passed at the last session of the Legisla- 
ture, requires automobilists to pay $2 for a 
county license, and as many Kansas City 
motorists have already taken out their 
county licenses, they protest that they 
don’t propose to pay the additional city 
license of $5.10. The Inspector will 
attempt to have the provisions of the city 
ordinance adjusted so that it will not con- 
flict with the State law, but he is not so 
confident about making the motorists pay 
up since discovering that practically every 
automobile not haying a city license is 
licensed at the county courthouse. 
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INDEFATIGABLE BOSTON TRAVELER 
RETURNED FROM MANY LANDS. 


Special Correspondence. 


Boston, Mass., Oct. 12.—Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles J. Glidden, of the Massachusetts 
Automobile Club, who crossed the Arctic 
Circle in an automobile about the middle 
of August, are expected to arrive in this 
city on the Cunard liner Saxonia the latter 
part of this week. Mr. and Mrs. Glidden 
left Boston on June 16, last, and arrived 
in Liverpool on June 25. From that date 
until September 25, when they came back 
to Liverpool, they were almost continu- 
ously in their Napier car. In all 6,670 
miles were covered and twelve countries 
in Europe were visited, besides England, 
Ireland and Wales. They were 118 days 
and 770 hours on the road. Just before 
sailing from Liverpool, Mr. Glidden had 
prepared a summary of his British and 
European journeys during the past three 
years. This shows that in America he 
has traveled about 12,000 miles by auto 
and abroad about 13,795 miles, making a 
grand total of 25,795 miles in three years. 
His summary is as follows: 


Liverpool, England, Sept. 25, 1903. 
AUTOMOBILE ee eee EUROPE AND 





AMERICA. 
Condition 
Country 1901 1902 1903 Total of roads. 
1 Austria.... .... 250 377 627 Good 
2 Bavaria............ 205 206 Good 
3 Belgium............ 100 160 Bad 
6 Depemis....... .... S15 SS Fae 
§ Denmark... .... .. 306 306 Excellent 
6 England... 650 132 365 1147 Excellent 
7 France. .... 1350 2700 515 4565 Excellent 
8 Germany... ... 608 580 1188 Good 
9 Holland. .. ... 240 240 Good 
10 Ireland.... .... .... 1510 1510 Good 
11 Italy...... Ra 508 .... 508 Good 
DE ide ons me xnea 30 Bad 
13 Sweden.... .... .... 1540 1540 Bad 
14 Switzerlard. .... 897 200 1097 Good 
156 Wales..... .. ...-. 267 267 Exceilent 
Totals. .....2000 5125 667013795 


Daysontheroad 26 38 54 118 
Hours on the 

road........ 120 260 390 770 

Twelve thousand miles driven in America. Car 
used, Pope Robinson Company, Hyde Park, Mass. 
Car used in Europe, Napier, London.’ Crossed Arctic 
Circle, Aug. 16, 1903. Passed through in three years 
in Europe, 4,000 cities, towns and settlements. E:ti- 
mated passed by 10,000 vehicles and 3,000,000 people 
while on the road, between point». 





WARBURTON RECEIVER FOR SEARCH- 
MONT CO.—TRASK SUING. 


As the result of a suit in equity, which 
was brought by Spencer Trask, of New 
York, against the Searchmont Automobile 
Company, of Searchmont, Pa., Barclay H. 
Warburton was made receiver for the cor- 
poration, at the request of O. B. Dickin- 
son, its attorney. Mr. Trask’s claim 
amounted to $8,613.54, for money loaned. 
He holds stock in the company to the 
amount of $275,000, it is said, and it was 
for the purpose of protecting himself that 
the action was brought. When the factory 
shut down recently for an indefinite period, 
and all the men were paid off, it was 
thought that the affairs of the company 
had reached a crisis. J. H. Brinton, 
solicitor for Mr. Trask, in his bill presented 
to the Court, sets forth that the authorized 
capital of the company is $2,000,000, 
divided into 20,000 shares, with a par value 
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of $100 each. The bill recites the financial 
condition of the corporation to show an 
indebtedness of about $100,000, of which 
$80,000 is now overdue and the remaining 
$20,000 due during the present month. 
There is very little cash in the bank, it is 
said, and it was impossible for the com- 
pany to back up its denials of financial 
embarrassment. 


MOTORCYCLES TO BE EXEMPT FROM 
TAIL LAMP RULE. 


Special Correspondence. 

Wasuincton, D. C., Oct. 4.—The 
District Commissioners have drafted an 
order exempting motorcycles from com- 
pliance with that portion of the automo- 
bile regulations which requires a lamp to 
be attached to the rear of the machine in 
order that the number on the machine 
may easily be seen at night. Before the 
order is promulgated it will go to the 
Corporation Counsel for his opinion as to 
its legality, but there is little doubt that 
he will approve it. 

This action of the Commissioners was 
taken after a very careful consideration 
of the subject. It was pointed out to 
the Commissioners by John Zimmerman, 
leader of the Soldiers’ Home Band, who 
is a prominent motorcyclist, that as 
motorcycles carry a gasoline tank imme- 
diately under the rear of the seat, it was 
extremely dangerous to place a lamp on 
that part of the machine. Bandmaster 
Zimmermann was riding his motorcycle 
the other evening and collided with a car, 
wrecking his machine, and the close prox- 
imity of a lighted lamp to his gasoline 
tank nearly caused an explosion. The 
Commissioners decided forthwith that 
the danger of having a lamp attached 
near to the tank was so great that the rule 
should not be enforced. 


The Holcomb Manufacturing Company, 
of New Haven, was incorporated in Hart- 
ford, Conn., recently, with the object of 
taking over the business previously con- 
trolled by H. C. Holcomb, whose place of 
business was on Goff Street in that city. 
The new company is capitalized at $50,000 
and the incorporators are H. C. Holcomb, 
H. B. Manson and Mr. Tollman. 


The Southern Automobile Company 
was recently incorporated in Richmond, 
Va., to manufacture automobiles in that 
city. The officers are: President,A. C. 
Goode; vice-president, E. Harvey Spence; 
secretary and treasurer, W. D. Leake. 
The board of directors includes E. A. 
Warren, J. W. Goode and Richmond 
Moore. 

Cable dispatches from London state that 
on October 12, C. S. Rolls, officially timed, 
has lowered the flying kilometer record to 
26 2-5seconds. This is at the rate of 42 1-2 
seconds for the mile. The event was held 
in the private park of the Duke of Port- 
land. The car used was. specially built 
with 110 horsepower. 
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one spark coil may serve all the cylinders. The dynamo armature is coupled directly 
p él Pr Cc a PS | In the drawings the apparatus is shown to the engine shaft, and much or little cur- 





arranged for two cylinders. The time rent is generated for propulsion by running 
shaft A turns at half the speed of the en- the gasoline engine fast or slow. The 
Stack for Steam Carriage. gine, and has two lugs B, whose beveled 
No. 740,208.—R. H. White, of Cleve- upper faces slip under and raise the end 
land, O. of a flat half-spiral spring C, pressing it 
into contact with the insulated electrode 
D. The spring, which is attached to the 
stationary base E, snaps off from the 
sharp heels of lugs B, making the required 
abrupt break in the primary circuit. 
The secondary is led by a wire to the 
insulated cuntact spring F, which bears 
constantly against a tongue connected 
witha spring or brush G, mounted on the 
insulating block H at the end of A. This 
brush makes alternate contact with insu- 
lated electrodes J J, from which the current 
is led to the several spark plugs. The 
planes of the two vertical sections shown 
are at right angles to each other. 
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A tonneau body with the boiler under 
the front seat and a cross flue or ‘‘stack’”’ A 
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Oil Hole in Hub Caps. 
No 739,830.—F. Charron and L. Gir- 
ardot, of Paris, France 
The hub cap has acountersunk oil hole in 
one side, as shown, which is tapped and 
filled by a screw. Two ears. one on each 
































WHITE STACK CONSTRUCTION, “y = 
discharging at each end into longitudinal HASSLER MIXED POWER CAR. 


flue pipes B B, the rear ends of which pass motor is of the conventional type, Dia- 


through the mud guards, as shown. To y grams of the controller circuits accompany 
give the gases free exit while at the same —s the specifications. 





time preventing an excessive wind in these cC. AND G. HUB CaP. — 
flues, the two hinged dampers C C, con- Steam Vehicle Condenser. 

nected by a wire, are arranged so as nearly side of the hole, are drilled through to No. 740,207 —R. H. White, of Cleveland, 
to cut off the flue end through which the receive a cotter pin, which prevents the Ohio. 

wind would enter, while leaving the exit screw from coming out. To draw off the 

free for the hot gases. As seen, when one _ used oil, the wheel is turned till the screw 

damper closes the other opens. hole is at the bottom 


Current Distribution. Mixed Power System. 


No. 740,020.—T. B. Jeffery, of Kenosha, No. 740,273.—R. H. Hassler, of Indian- 
apolis. 























" 





Are , a 
L) 
BN 


Trae 


29S Le NS 


4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
, 
4 
4 
4 
, 
4 
4 
‘ 


zs — 

4 \()00000SES Orc sres SF HET EE hhh 

SITETIILEETE YS iffy ihhdddbdddd 
i 


ee 





ae 


4 a ee 
a 
Sei EL EE ’ 


——— 




















eee. o> ee 








WHITE CONDENSER MECHANISM, 


JEFFREY CURRENT DISTRIBUTER AND CIRCUIT BREAKER. 
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A condenser comprising flanged hori- 

This apparatus is a combined “make This system resembles the Lohner- zontal tubes connecting two headers A B. 
and break’’ for the primary circuit of a Porsche, lately described in another part One header A has a vertical partition, 
multi-cylinder engine and a distributor of this paper, in that no storage battery is dividing it preferably into two portions, as 
for the secondary current, to the end that employed as a reserve source of power. shown, The exhaust steam enters one 
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rtion; C, of this header, passes through 
the connecting tubes, and returns into 
ortion D, from the bottom of which the 
ndensed water goes to the pump E and 
forced into the filtering box F. Any 
team uncondensed passes by pipe G to 
he down draft flue H, to which a direct 


1 


r 
[he portions C and D of the first header 
re preferably unequal, the larger portion 


], opened by a bypass valve, also leads. 


pplying the rearmost set of tubes, which 
ire warmer and contain more uncon- 
lensed steam. The filtering box discharges 
nto the water tank by pipe J, whose 
outlet is carried up high to carry over 
as little oil as possible. 

Vehicle Tire. 

No. 740,069.—W. O. Worth, of Chicago. 

A solid tire with its surface raised in 
diagonal ribs for protection against slip- 


ine 
“5 


Pump Mechanism. 


No. 740,210.—R. H. White, of Cleve- 
land, O. 











WHITE PUMP MECHANISM. 


An improvement on No. 734,028, shown 
in our issue of August 1. The pump is 
trunnioned on the engine itself, coaxial 
with the crankshaft, and a stop is pro- 
vided to keep it from rocking too far for- 
ward when the plunger rod is to engage the 
pin A on the crosshead. 

Storage Battery. 

No. 740,034.—J. T. Niblett, of Green- 
wich, England. 

A‘“‘dry”’ storage cell, in which infusional 
earth or ‘‘Rieselguhr’’ is the absorbent 
material. 


Steering and Control. 

No. 740,200.—R. H. White, of Cleve- 
land, O. 

A hollow steering column through the 
center of which passes freely a shaft oper- 
ated by a small wheel above the steering 
wheel, and the lower end of which may 
onnect with the throttle valve. 


Running Gear. 

No 739,993.—W. Decker, of Owego, 
N. 

A running gear comprising platform rear 
springs and self-aligning axle bearings 
attached to the spring seats. The purpose 
is to avoid twisting the springs when one 
wheel lifts. 
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AUTO CLUB BEYOND PALE OF LAW 
IN MISSOURI. 


Special Correspondence. 

Kansas City, Oct. 12.—Owing to the 
fact that the Missouri statutes provide 
that in order to incorporate a club must be 
either fraternal, educational, scientific or 
religious in its objects, John G. Paxton, 
the Independence attorney to whom was 
referred the petition for a pro forma decree 
of incorporation of the Automobile Club of 
Kansas City, has recommended to Judge 
Evans that the decree as asked for be not 
granted. Attorney Paxton stated that, 
in his opinion, the object and purposes set 
forth in the petition, “‘to study the scien- 
tific investigation and most improved 
appliances in the manufacture and building 
of automobiles, controlling same and the 
study of magazines and preparation of 
articles,’ did not come within the provi- 
sions of the statute. Gen. Louis C. Boyle, 
counsel for the club, will attempt to have 
Attorney Paxton’s report set aside. 


LONG ISLAND CLUB’S SECOND ANNUAL 
SPEED CONTEST. 


The Long Island Automobile Club, as 
announced in last week’s issue, has decided 
after all to hold its proposed race meet this 
fall, the date being set for Saturday, 
October 31. As originally intended, the 
meet will be held at the Brighton Beach 
track, with the sanction and under the 
racing rules of the A. A. A. 

Six events are scheduled, and it is 
expected that one or more special match 
races will be arranged. The course is a 
regulation mile track, 80 feet wide, and is 
one of the best horse tracks in the country. 
S. A. Miles, manager of the N. A. A. M., 
and member of the racing board of the 
A. A. A., will be referee, while Herbert L. 
Towle will do the handicapping. 


Hudson Club’s 85-Mile Circuit. 


The Hudson County Automobile Club, 
of Jersey City, N. J., inaugurated its fall 
schedule of club runs on Sunday, October 
4, with a swing through a wide territory 
of northern New Jersey. Those who made 
the run were Thomas Renwick and 
friend; Mr. and Mrs. William Pearsall; 
Mr. and Mrs. William V. Garrison; G. 
McIntyre with Dr. Poole; Mr. Leuly and 
Mr. Simons; Walter Muirhead, Mrs. Muir- 
head and Mr. Smith; J. Spindle and Mr. 
Derringer; George E. Blakeslee with Dr. 
Opdyke; Mr. Hughes and Charles Smith. 
The start was made from the clubhouse on 
the Hudson County Boulevard, and the 
route traversed made a circuit of eighty- 
five miles. The boulevard was followed 
north from the club past Weehawken, and 
then the party turned off westward to 
Hackensack, to Rutherford, Passaic, to 
Belleville, Bloomfield, to Orange and over 
the Orange Mountains to Morristown via 
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Madison 


Morristown, the party dining at the Man- 


A stop was made for dinner in 


sion House. The trip being resumed, the 
route led back to Madison, Springfield, to 
Elizabeth, Staten Island to Bergen Point, 
thence home over the Boulevard, com- 
pleting the best run yet planned by the 
club. 


Boston to the Great Highway. 


If the New York-Chicago highway 
project is successful, the Massachusetts 
Automobile Club will endeavor to have a 
state road built from Boston to connect 
with the great highway 


Madison Club Issues Cards. 

The Madison (Wis.) Automobile League 
has mailed to all members of the Madison 
Park and Pleasure Drive Association time 
cards showing when drivers of horses may 
expect to meet automobiles on certain 
pleasure drives east of the city. The 
automobiles are admitted for two half 
days each week to the drives, as horses 
are not excluded during this time, the 
League has taken this means to prevent 
unnecessary meetings with fractious horses. 
The time cards show just what drives will 
be used by the automobilists and on what 
days horsemen may expect to meet them, 
thus the drivers of timid horses may 
avoid a meeting by using the other drives 
on those days. 

Auto Club in Topeka. 
Special Correspondence. 

TopeKA, Kans., Oct. 8.—The temporary 
organization of the Topeka Automobile 
Club was made permanent at a meeting of 
automobilists held last Friday night in the 
offices of the Topeka Automobile & Cycle 
Company. The officers of the temporary 
club, which was formed last winter, were 
re-elected. They are: President, J. M 
Padgett; secretary, R. D. Montgomery; 
treasurer, L. B. Wyman. A committee of 
five, Messrs. J. F. Billings, C. R. Maunsell, 
E. B. MacDowell, R. D. Montgomery and 
Clement Smith, were appointed to draft a 
constitution and by-laws and present the 
same at the next meeting, set for Friday, 
October 16 


Kentucky Town Taxes Horsepower. 

The. Jeffersonville city council has 
adopted an ordinance regulating the use of 
automobiles which limits the speed to 
eight miles. Owners are required to pur- 
chase licenses, the charge being $3 for a 
6-horsepower car, and fifty cents for each 
additional horsepower. Each car must be 
provided with a bell, gong or horn, and 
must carry two lighted lamps at night. 
The ordinance applies to non-residents as 
well as residents, but its enforcement, as 
regards visiting motorists, is left to the 
discretion of the police. A fine of from $1 
to $25 is the penalty for violating the ordi- 
nance. 
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Notes of the Trade and Sport. 


Licenses to the number of 332 have been 
taken out by automobilists and motor- 
cyclists in Minneapolis. 


A school of instruction for automobile 
drivers has been started in London. Cer- 
tificates of competency will be awarded to 
those who finish the course. 


Governor Bailey, of Kansas, has been 
making good use of an automobile to attend 
fall festivals and fairs held at different 
places throughout the State. 


The Automobile Club of Milan has voted 
a sum of $2,000 for the entertainment of 
the members of the International Auto- 
mobile Congress to be held in Milan in 1904. 


A new automobile garage and sales depot 
has just been opened by R. H. Magoon, at 
572 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, O, with 
agency for the Toledo two and four- 
cylinder cars. 


The City Council of Clinton, Iowa, has 
passed an automobile ordinance regulating 
the speed of automobiles and requiring 
each machine to be licensed and provided 
with a number. 


The Edison Automobile Company, of 
Washington, D. C., with headquarters at 
Camden, N. J., has been incorporated by 
Edward H. Chew, Wilfred B. Walcott and 
Norman Grey. Capital, $100,000 


Appraisers of the National Automobile 
& Motor Co., of Milwaukee, report the 
assets of the bankrupt concern as $2,087.82. 
J. C. Stevens, Jr., was elected trustee for 
the company at a meeting of the creditors. 


The Baker Motor Vehicle Agency, New 
York, to sell Baker motor vehicles, has 
been incorporated by J. Edward Demar, 
Albert B. Rulison, New York, and Samuel 
W. Wickens, of Newark, N. J. Capital 
$25,000. 


Jeffersonville, Ind., has adopted an ordi-* 
nance regulating the speed of automobiles 
and fixing a tax of fifty cents per horse- 
power, with a maximum of $3, on each car. 
The speed limit is placed at ten miles 
within the city limits. 


H. Eckstein, formerly with the Loco- 
mobile Company, has been made general 
manager of the Sandusky Automobile 
Company, Sandusky, O. G. A. Kennedy, 
who has charge of the factory, is also an 
old Locomobile man. 


The Pittsburg Autocar Company has 
been incorporated at Wilmington, Del., 
with $250,000 capital. The incorporators 
are Lawrence T. Stevenson, Alexander D. 
Black, of Pittsburg, and Herman R. 
Eckerman, of Allegheny, Pa. 


The Common Council of South Bend, 
Ind., has passed an automobile ordinance 


which limits the speed in the business dis- 
tricts to eight miles and in the residence 
sections to fifteen miles. 
license fee of $5 is required. 
$25 to $roo fine. 


An annual 
Penalties are 


The Locomobile gasoline touring car 
which was entered in the Manufacturers’ 
Endurance Run is the same car that par- 
ticipated in the New York and Boston 
contest last year. A conservative esti- 
mate places this car’s total mileage at 
nearly 20,000 miles. 


The proposed boulevard from Colorado 
Springs, Colo., to Denver, a distance of 75 
miles, will open up one of the great scenic 
routes of the world. The project is now 
being pushed with vigor and has attracted 
the attention of the Good Roads Associa- 
tion, whose plan is to build the New York- 
Chicago highway. 


A. Chaney has retired from the manage- 
ment of the Chaney Automobile Company, 
Terre Haute, Ind. The business will be 
continued under the name of the Terre 
Haute Automobile Company, John S. Cox 
acting as manager. The directors and 
stockholders of the company are, John S. 
Cox, Charles W. Minshall, A. H. Donham 
and Spencer F. Ball, all of Terre Haute. 


Special attention will be given to auto- 
mobile mechanics in the engineering 
course of the Y. M. C. A. in Minneapolis, 
this winter. Professor Oliver will take 
charge of the class in gasoline engine- 
work, which is for the especial benefit of 
owners and others who are interested in 
the gasoline automobile or launch. Mr. 
Oliver will illustrate his work with differ- 
ent types of engines in the classroom. 


Alderman W. H. Mahs, of Detroit, who 
has an automobile shop, is building five 
large passenger cars with which he intends 
to start an automobile service around 
Belle Isle, carrying passengers across the 
bridge from the city to the island. The 
first car is expected to be ready for service 
by next Saturday, and the rest will be 
completed during the winter. The cars, 
which are being built after the Alderman’s 
own designs, will have three seats and will 
seat nine persons each. 


The Pennsylvania Railroad on October 7 
inaugurated an improvement in its method 
of trans-shipping baggage from New York 
to the Jersey City terminal station and vice 
versa. The company has put into service 
a big motor truck capable of carrying three 
times the load of the former horse-drawn 
wagons and much more useful, since, after 
landing at the ferry station in Jersey City 
it is raised to the train floor by the lift and 
driven along the platform to the baggage 
cars, doing away with the necessity of 
unloading the baggage from the wagons to 
hand trucks. 
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An automobile ordinance has _ been 
passed in Freeport, IIl., requiring all auto- 
mobiles to be licensed, the fee being $2, 
and making it compulsory for the automo- 
bilist to display the number of his license 
in a conspicuous place on his car so that 
it can be seen on each side of the street, the 
figures to be not less than three inches 
high. Speed is limited to eight miles, and 
each vehicle must have a bell or horn to be 
sounded on approaching street crossings. 
Lighted lamps must be carried from one 
hour after sunset to one hour before sun- 
rise. The penalty for a violation is a fine 
of not less than $10 or more than $100. 


Lawrence D’Orsay, the actor, who is 
starring in the ‘‘Earl of Pawtucket,” as the 
result of a wager left the Princess theatre 
at Broadway and 29th Street, New York, 
on Thursday last, between the first and 
second acts of his play at exactly 10 o’clock 
and driven in a Yale touring car by Richard 
D. Willard, a friend, rode to the American 
theatre, sixteen blocks distant, walked 
across the stage of the American, laid a 
wager in the horserace scene and returned 
to the Princess in exactly éight minutes 
elapsed time, thereby winning the wager 
that he could do the trick in fifteen min- 
utes. The route traversed by the auto- 
mobile is in the busiest streets in New York 
at that hour. 


The first automobile has penetrated the 
Flathead Indian Reservation in Montana, 
Frank Simons of Missoula being the first 
to drive his car into the reservation. Mr. 
Simons, with some friends, started in his 
machine for Kalispell, but in fording the 
Jocko River the water was found too deep 
at the ford and the ignition battery was 
“drowned.” Indians with horses pulled 
the car from the river, and relays of Indian 
horsemen were resorted to in getting the 
automobile to Polsen, at the foot of Flat- 
head Lake, where it was taken by boat to 
Kalispell. On receiving a new battery 
the return trip to Missoula was made with- 
out difficulty. The Indians were much 
interested in the strange vehicle and were 
eager to help the motorist in every possible 
way. 

Storage and charging facilities for 
electric automobiles have been provided 
by the Chicago branch of the Electric 
Vehicle Company for owners of machines 
residing in the northern part of the city in 
Edgewater and Rogers Park. The com- 
pany has made arrangements with the 
management of the Argyle stables 2089 
Evanston Avenue, to open a first-class 
garage which will be in charge of Adauk & 
Gibbons. The building to be devoted to 
the new purpose is of brick, two stories 
high. It is fully equipped with modern 


conveniences for the care and maintenance 
of electric vehicles, and will be open day 
and night, so that residents of the Evan- 
ston section can have their electric auto- 
mobiles properly cared for at any time.’ 


